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PENINSULA TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 9, 2016 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Hoffman, Avery, Byron, Weatherholt and Witkop   

ALSO PRESENT: Peter Wendling, Township Attorney, Michelle Reardon, Director of Planning and Zoning 

and Mary Avery, Recording Secretary 

ABSENT: Rosi and Correia (Excused)  

 

MOTION:  Avery/Byron to appoint Hoffman to chair the meeting. 

 

        PASSED UNAN 

 

CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

Hoffman requests that Business Item #10 be moved to Item #3 and add Planning/Zoning candidates as Item 

#11.  

 

MOTION:  Byron/Weatherholt to approve agenda as amended. 

 

                                            PASSED UNAN 

 

 

 

BRIEF CITIZEN COMMENTS (FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) 

 

David Taft, 9529 Neah-ta-wanta Road spoke concerning soil testing at the 81 project. 

  

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Reports and Announcements (as provided in packet) 

B. Officers – Clerk, Supervisor, Treasurer 

C. Departmental – Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Attorney, Engineer, 

Library, Park Commission and Township Deputy. 

1. Correspondence (as provided in packet) 

2. Edit lists of invoices (recommend approval) 

3. Meeting Minutes 

 July 12, 2016 Regular Meeting  

 July 13, 2016 Special Joint Township Board, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals 

and Park Commission Meeting 
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     (recommend approval)  

4. July 2016 Payroll (recommend approval) 

5. Founder’s Day Celebration (recommend approval) 

6. Sweet Adelines Request to Use Station 2 (recommend approval) 

 

Margaret Achorn requested that the additions to the edit list be removed from the consent agenda and read aloud 

under Business.   

 

Byron would like to have the Peninsula Drive shoulder discussion added to the next agenda.  Also asked from 

the edit list who is Front Line Services?  Hoffman advised that is a Fire Department bill.  The Fire Department 

takes their vehicles there to be serviced.  Byron also wants to know what was purchased at McLain’s?  

Weatherholt advised that it was for new exercise equipment.  Rittenhouse advised Weatherholt he would like 

to meet with the Board to discuss the Fire Department spending. 

 

Byron had changes on the July 13
th

 meeting minutes.  Hoffman advised Byron to provide the changes in 

writing to the Clerk’s office. 

 

MOTION: Witkop/Weatherholt to accept the Consent Agenda as amended. 

                                                        PASSED UNAN 

 

 

 

BUSINESS 

1. Update on Court Case – Kahn (Closed session with legal counsel in Township Conference Room) 

 

MOTION:  Weatherholt/Avery to go into closed session as recommended by the Township attorney at 7:09. 

 

        PASSED UNAN 

 

 

MOTION:  Weatherholt/Byron to come out of closed session at 8:12. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Witkop – yes; Weatherholt – yes; Hoffman – yes; Byron - yes and Avery – yes 

 

                                          PASSED UNAN 

 

 

MOTION:  Witkop/Byron to appoint Weatherholt and Hoffman to attend mediation on August 18
th

 at the 

attorney’s office.  

 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Weatherholt – yes; Hoffman – yes; Byron – yes; Avery – yes and Witkop – yes. 

 

                                                      PASSED UNAN 
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2. Public Hearing for Braemar Estate SAD (to be tabled pending the resolution of easements and Road 

Commission concerns over additional improvements) 

 

Township Attorney Wendling recommends taking it off of the table and allowing anyone present that wants to 

speak to do so and then table the item again.   

 

MOTION:  Byron/Weatherholt to bring the Braemar Estate SAD Public Hearing back to the Board.   

 

                    PASSED UNAN 

Opened public hearing. 

 

No comments. 

 

Closed public hearing. 

 

MOTION: Witkop/Avery to re-table this item until September 13, 2016. 

 

                               PASSED UNAN 

       

 

3. TCAPS Joint Meeting Request 

Allison O’Keefe, 11556 Snowfield Court, requested the Township Board hold a joint meeting with 

TCAPS to discuss Old Mission Peninsula School options.  Board agrees and O’Keefe will have TCAPS 

arrange with the Clerk’s office. 

 

4. Park Commission Request for Consumers Energy to Shield Streetlights 

Maura Sanders, 20202 Center Road, asked the Township Board to approve the Park Commission 

request to have Consumer’s Energy fix the lights that do not comply with the Dark Night Sky Ordinance. 

  

MOTION:  Byron/Weatherholt to support Sanders to work with Planner Reardon. 

 

                   PASSED UNAN 

 

5. Bob Wilkinson’s Contract – Memo and Bid Process 

Hoffman reviewed Wilkinson’s contract.  Board consensus was to have Weatherholt and Byron work 

with the Parks Commission on the contracts.  Avery requested we bid the whole contract and then also 

bid it into two parts with one being maintenance/cemeteries and the other part being snowplowing and 

mowing.   

 

6. Ward ZBA Fee Refund Request and Petzold ZBA Fee Refund Request 

Reardon explained both refunds.   

 

MOTION:  Byron/Weatherholt to refund Petzold $375 and Ward $189 for the Petzold staff error and 

the Ward family health issue. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Weatherholt – yes; Hoffman – yes; Byron – yes; Avery – yes and Witkop – 

yes. 
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                                         PASSED UNAN 

7. 2016 Phragmites Report and Contract 

Reardon presented the contract for approval.  Byron requested that we wait until after the public hearing 

next month to approve it.  Board agreed. 

 

8. Bonobo Update 

Reardon presented report of site visit.  Bonobo Winery representative Todd Oosterhouse (applicant) and 

attorney Steve Fox were present at tonight’s meeting.  Wendling stated under Section 8.7.3 Site 

Development requirements for SUP, without limiting the powers of the Township Board in any other 

Section of this Ordinance, the Township Board shall have the authority to revoke any special use permit 

when, after reasonable warning, the operator of any use permitted under this Section fail to comply with 

any of the requirements stipulated. In addition, the Township Board may, to prevent injury or damage to 

adjoining properties which may impair public health, welfare or safety, require additional conditions and 

safeguards.  Clearly you have in your ordinance the authority to revoke these types of permits. Suggests 

scheduling a hearing where staff and Bonobo Winery representatives can make presentations at which 

time the Township Board would then make the decision whether or not to revoke the Special Use Permit 

for winery/chateau.  If the Township Board wishes to take that next step it should also pass a motion at 

this meeting that they are providing reasonable warning to the applicant that the Township Board will 

take action to revoke their permit after the subsequent hearing there is evidence that they are in violation 

of their Special Use Permit.   

 

MOTION:  Byron/Weatherholt providing notice to the applicant that there is evidence they may be in 

violation of their Special Use Permit in this case the lack of having 75% of the crop planted in crops that 

can be used for the production of wine and to hold a hearing at the September meeting.  Materials from 

the staff and applicant submitted as evidence by either side be submitted at least one week before the 

public hearing. 

                   PASSED UNAN 

 

9. Park Commission Request to Transfer Money From Park Fund Balance for Restoration at Hessler 

Log Cabin 

 

MOTION:  Witkop/Byron to transfer $7,882 from the Parks fund balance for a special project at the 

Hessler Log Cabin.   

 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Hoffman – yes; Byron – yes; Avery – yes; Witkop – yes; Weatherholt – yes. 

 

                   PASSED UNAN 

 

10. Station 1 Tower Fence – Review and Accept Quote 

Hoffman presented fencing quotes for the tower building at Fire Station 1.  Discussion followed.   

 

MOTION:  Witkop/Weatherholt to approve Apple Fence Company for the fence repair. 

 

Byron – yes; Witkop – yes; Weatherholt – yes; Hoffman – yes.  Avery abstained due to Apple Fence 

being a client. 
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                                        MOTION PASSED 4-0 

 

11.  PC and ZBA Appointments 

Weatherholt advised the Board that the PC appointments need the Supervisor’s recommendation.  

Discussion followed.  In Correia’s absence, Board consensus was to leave the PC and ZBA as is until the 

end of November at which time the new Board can make the appointments. 

12.  Additions to the Edit List 

Hoffman read the additions to the edit list.   

 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

David Taft, 952 Neah-ta-wanta Rd spoke concerning Bonobo Winery. 

 

Rick Schaeffer, 999 Beautiful Shores, spoke concerning the Kahn lawsuit. 

 

Monnie Peters, 1425 Neah-ta-wanta Rd spoke in support of the Board’s action against Bonobo. 

 

Margaret Achorn, 11284 Peninsula Drive asked for more information on the Gourdie/Fraser bills.  Reardon 

advised the ones she knew of and advised she had to look the others up in her office.   

 

Nancy R. Heller, 3091 Blue Water Road, commented on the AT&T tower and how nice it looks. 

 

Maura Sanders 20202 Center Road, anybody that has questions concerning Kelley Park should please send 

them to a member of the Parks Commission.   

 

Gretchen Soutear, 1670 Braemar spoke concerning the Braemar SAD. 

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Hoffman read letter of resignation effective September 8, 2016. 

 

MOTION:  Witkop/Avery to accept Hoffman’s resignation. 

 

                               PASSED UNAN 

 

Witkop commented that the Clerk appointment get added to the next agenda.  Concerning the escrow accounts, 

we need to get that straightened out.  

 

MOTION: Avery/Witkop to adjourn meeting at 9:17. 

 

                    PASSED UNAN 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Mary Avery, Recording Secretary 

  

These minutes stand to be approved at the next meeting scheduled for September 13, 2016 


