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   Explanation of  Project Catalyst 

Bowers Harbor 

Bowers Harbor Park 

Devil’s Dive Road 



   Explanation of  Project Catalyst 



   Explanation of  Project Catalyst 

Due Care Analysis (pertains to Expansion Site only) 
• Site History 

– Pre-Settlement – Forested (Beech/Sugar Maple/Hemlock Forest) 

– Pre 1940’s – Apple Orchard 
– 1940 to early 2000’s – Tart Cherry Orchard 
– Early 2000’s to present –Vacant (South) 

• Known Contaminants 
– Arsenic (exceeding MDEQ Generic Residential Clean-up Criteria) 

– Lead (not exceeding MDEQ GRCC; but above state background levels)  

– Common residual agrochemicals 
• Risk 

– Repetitive exposure over a long period of time is required to increase 
health risk hazard 

– Exceedences can be easily addressed for recreational purposes 
– Any proposed plan will be reviewed by an environmental professional 

for exposure or exacerbation during construction or use. 
 



   Explanation of  Project Catalyst 

Due Care Analysis (continued) 
• Response Activities 

– Vegetative Hedge Row or Fencing (West and North Perimeter) 

– Additional Soil Characterization for More Intensive Recreation Activities 
(Sports Fields, Dog Park, etc.) 

– Environmental Construction Management Plan 

 
 



   Review of  Public Input 
Plickers 

 
• A – This element should definitely remain or 

would be a fantastic addition to this park 
  
• B – This element is something that could be 

good or interesting at this park 
 

• C – I am neutral about this element  
 

• D – This element is not desired at all!!! 

August 18, 2016 
 



   Review of  Public Input 

Playground 
Cost:      $$$ 

Due Care: 



   Review of  Public Input 

Results – Existing Elements 

Playground Sand box Pedestrian 
Trails 

Basketball 
Courts Soccer Fields Baseball 

Fields 
Volleyball 

Court Tennis Courts Pickle Ball 
Court 

Picnic 
Pavilions 

D 2% 25% 2% 8% 11% 13% 14% 4% 22% 0% 

C 6% 19% 2% 37% 26% 20% 32% 27% 30% 15% 

B 17% 23% 5% 27% 28% 24% 38% 25% 22% 18% 

A 76% 33% 91% 27% 34% 44% 16% 44% 26% 67% 
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Improved Gravel 
Parking Paved Parking Multi-Use Pavilion Farmers Market 

Pavilion 
Open Green 

Lawns 
Native Meadow 

Plantings 
Natural Tree 

Cover 

Historic 
Agricultural 
Plantings 

D 16% 60% 20% 38% 13% 14% 8% 65% 

C 22% 25% 23% 24% 17% 7% 17% 25% 

B 25% 8% 29% 15% 20% 21% 17% 7% 

A 36% 8% 29% 24% 50% 57% 58% 2% 
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   Review of  Public Input 

Results – Potential Elements 



Fitness Stations Disc Golf Shuffle Board 
Court 

Bocce Ball 
Court Horseshoes Bean Bag Toss Outdoor Ice 

Rink 
Cross Country 

Ski Trails Sled Hill 

D 50% 57% 32% 45% 33% 52% 4% 11% 12% 

C 27% 20% 40% 33% 33% 37% 11% 28% 18% 

B 10% 12% 13% 12% 23% 6% 23% 21% 18% 

A 13% 10% 15% 10% 12% 6% 62% 40% 53% 
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   Review of  Public Input 

Results – Potential Elements (cont.) 



Storm Water 
Management Dog Park Playground with 

PIP Safety Surface 
Enclosed Toddler 

Play 
Water Play 

Feature Splash Pad Non-motorized 
Trails Interpretive Trails 

D 22% 39% 22% 37% 74% 81% 20% 24% 

C 22% 25% 25% 29% 9% 5% 13% 17% 

B 19% 14% 25% 15% 4% 5% 15% 14% 

A 37% 23% 27% 19% 13% 9% 52% 45% 
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   Review of  Public Input 

Results – Potential Elements (cont.) 



   Conceptual  Plan 



   Character Images 

Small Kit Ice Rink 
 

Small Play Structure 
 

Large Play Structure with 
PIP Safety Surfacing 

 



   Character Images 

Accessible Gravel Trail 
 

Boardwalk  
through 
Wetland 

 



   Character Images 

Multi-Use Pavilion 
 

Picnic  
Pavilion 

 

Accessible Grill 
 



   Character Images 

Single Accessible Vault Toilet 
 

Litter /  
Recycling Receptacle 

 

Kiosk Sign 
 



   Character Images 

Dry Meadow 
 

Wet Meadow 
 



   Next Steps 
Project Implementation 
 Expanded  Park Area 
• Immediate Improvements (2017) 

– Signage / Kiosk 
– Litter Receptacles 
– Site Clean-up 
– Fencing 
– Mowed Parking Area 
– Mowed Trail Loop 

• Phase I Improvements (2018 – 2020) 
– Accessible Gravel Trails 
– Gravel Parking Lot 
– Kiosk 
– Vault Toilet 
– Accessible Boardwalk Trails 

• Future Improvements (2020 and beyond) 
– All Other Improvements 

 

 
   Existing Park Area 

 
– Signage / Kiosk 
– Fencing 

 
 
 
 
 

– North Play Structure 
– South Play Structure 
– PIP Safety Surfacing 
– Kit Ice Rink (60x120) 

– Relocate Volleyball Court 
 
– All Other Improvements 
 

Potential Funding Sources: 
   MDNR Trust Fund, GTRLC, Rotary,   
   Foundations, Private Donations, etc. 

$800,000 - $1,200,000 

TBD 

$30,000 - $35,000 



Element 

Baseline Improvements: 

2017

Phase 1:                        

2018-2020

Phase 2:                        

2020->

Signage Yes         

Garbage/doggie bags Yes

Site Cleanup Yes

Fencing Yes

Temporary parking - mowed Yes

Temporary trail loop - mowed Yes

Pedestrian trails - compacted gravel (UA) Yes (main loop + north spur)

Improved parking - gravel Yes

Kiosk including trail map sign Yes

Vault toilet Yes

Interpretive trails / viewing trails Yes (north/wetland spur) Yes (stream spur)

Additional natural tree cover Yes

Meadow/wildflower/native grass restoration Yes

Picnic pavilion Yes

Element 

Baseline Improvements: 

2017

Phase 1:                        

2018-2020

Phase 2:                        

2020->

Kiosk including trail map sign Yes

Fencing Yes

North play structure (small) Yes

South play structure (large) and path Yes

Poured in place safety surfacing Yes

Winter ice rink 60x120 feet Yes

Move volleyball court Yes

Parking lot redevelopment, expansion & curbing Yes

Connecting pathways - compacted gravel Yes

Proposed NORTH Park Development by Phase

Proposed SOUTH Park Development by Phase
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Existing 
Wetland

Existing Soccer Field

Existing Soccer Field

Improved
Playground

Improved
Playground

60’x120’
Ice Rink

Relocated
Volleyball
Court

Formalized
Parking
125 Spaces

Proposed Wetland Overlook

Proposed Boardwalk Through 
Wetlands

Proposed Wet Meadow

Proposed Dry Meadow

Compacted Gravel Trail

MDEQ Required Buffer

Expansive Views To/From Bay

Proposed Grass Overflow 
Parking (240 Spaces)

Existing
Pavilion

Existing
Pit Toilet

Existing Wetland
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iew
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Proposed Gravel Parking 
Lot with Bumper Blocks
(50 Spaces)

Proposed Kiosk Sign 
and Litter / Recycling 
Receptacle and 
Pet Refuse Station

Bicycle Parking 
(3 Hoops)

Proposed Single 
Accessible Vault Toilet

Proposed 
Picnic or
Multi-Use
Pavilion with 
Accessible Grill 

Proposed Boardwalk 
through Wetlands
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