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PENINSULA TOWNSHIP 
13235 Center Road, Traverse City MI 49686 
Phone: 231.223.7322    Fax: 231.223.7117   

www.peninsulatownship.com 

Peninsula Township  
Parks Committee Meeting 

March 25, 2026 
MINUTES 
7:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order by D. Murphy at 7:00 p.m.
2. Pledge
3. Roll Call C. Murphy, Caviston, D. Murphy, Chown, Bruning, Zebell. Excused-Gartland
4. Approve Agenda- Chown moved to approve the agenda with a second by C. Murphy.

Approved by Consensus 
5. Brief Citizen Comments (for agenda items only) None
6. Conflict of Interest None
7. Consent Agenda: any member of the committee, staff, or the public may ask that any item on the

consent agenda be removed and placed elsewhere on the agenda for full discussion.
A. Minutes from February 23, 2026 Parks Committee Meeting
B. Notice of Anonymous Gift!
C. Budget, as of February 28, 2026
Bruning moved to approve the consent agenda with a second by C. Murphy.

Approved by Consensus 
8. Business

A. Presentation from Historical Society about tree donation/planting request for our parks.
Paul Hinchcliffe (Timber Lake Drive) from the Old Mission Historical Society discussed the memorial
tree program. The society has planted more than 700 trees along the roads of old mission, with 250
being dedicated as memorial trees. The society proposed to explore planting trees within the parks
beyond just the roadside areas, with potential maintenance partnerships. The society aims to work
in tandem with the township in planting indigenous trees, focusing on stewardship and
maintenance. The committee discussed the need for a memorandum of understanding for this
collaboration. A draft is needed and then reviewed by the township attorney before going before
the town board for approval.
B. Bench and Tree Donation Policy- the parks are reaching a saturation point for donations.
Gartland and Laquerguist plan to map out remaining, appropriate locations to help manage
capacity.
C. BHNA Update- Zebell provided the final budget report for the 2% allocation from the Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa tribes goat project (in packet).  The committee discussed
interpretive signage for the park incorporating history from the Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy and local farming history. Zebell made a motion to spend $100 to purchase birch
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trees and native seeds for BHNA with a second by Chown. Roll call vote-Zebell, Bruning, Chown, 
D. Murphy, Caviston, C. Murphy-all yes.             
         Approved Unan   
   
D. OMSP Update 

1. Update from DNR- the parks committee is continuing to collaborate with the DNR on a new 
management plan for the Old Mission State Park. Historical documents are still being 
collected. 

2. Signage update- Bruning reported signage at the park will be the last step after the 
management plan is completed. Schultz, lighthouse manager requested a planter for the 
lighthouse. Zebell to meet with Schultz to discuss the specifics of the request including the 
desired location of the raised bed. 

E. Kelley Park Update- All plans for Kelley Park are currently on hold pending a decision from an 
administrative law judge. The legal process was initiated after EGLE denied a permit for a proposed 
boat launch. An historical context of how the property went from a condominium development to 
the park was shared. The Kelley Park Lease with the DNR and Township’s Waterways Grant 
Application and Contract are in the Packet Addition. The committee is waiting for the judge’s 
decision to know how to proceed.  
F. Archie Park Signage Update- The parks committee has $18,000 in ARPA funds in this year’s 
budget for signage. The 911 emergency contact plaque was missing from the Archie Park signage. 
Chown made a motion to accept the $2,000 estimate from Image 360 with the caveat the missing 
911 contact plaque will be added, which may slightly increase the cost with a second by Caviston. 
         Approved by Consensus 
G. Schedule for 2026 Parks Committee Meeting- Parks meeting for 2026-2027 year will be the 4th 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. The committee rescheduled the April 22, 2026 meeting to 
April 29, 2026 to ensure a quorum.  
H. Bob Wilkinson Contract Details-a discussion was held regarding Wilkinson’s contract. Chown will 
get in touch with Wilkinson for trail clearing, such as fallen trees. The discussion regarding chain 
saw classes and equipment came up again. Rhoda Bush donated $600 to be used for the chainsaw 
certification class or gear and safety equipment for people who are interested. 
I. Budget Update & Requests  

1. Donation pipe funding request-Wilkinson provided a reasonable cost estimate for installing a 
donation pipe at Pelizarri Natural Area. D. Murphy made a motion for Pelizzari Natural Area to 
not exceed $1,000 for the creation of a donation pipe and its installation with a second by 
Chown. Roll call vote- C. Murphy, Caviston, D. Murphy, Chown, Bruning, Zebell-all yes.  
        Approved by Unan 
The township has requested for the first year, the bonded township officials collect the money. 
This would be Sanders, Clark, Dritsas, Noval, or Chown.          
2. Playground Mulch-Members suggested to budget for mulching ever two years to keep up 
with maintenance and to prevent falling behind. 
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3. FY26 Update-The committee is maintaining a supplies budget for ongoing safety and 
maintenance.  

4. FY27 Update- The budget does not include any capital projects. Any necessary large capital 
projects would require separate, dedicated fundraising. The budget includes dedicated line 
items for specific projects, such as a $1,000 budget for pickleball items. The non-motorized 
project is under planning and not parks. 

9. Citizen Comments None 
10. Committee Comments-Chown was asked to float the idea of a park millage for 2028. This would 

require a detailed list of all capital projects, maintenance, and past documents to come up with a 
millage percentage number. D. Murphy noted the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy uses 
a conservation officer in helping with their property issues such as camping, fires, and hunting. D. 
Murphy will investigate. April 14, 2026 is the town board meeting and Sanders would like a 2-
minute report from parks that Murphy will give. Murphy requests any committee member contact 
him with information they would like to go into the report. April 28, 2026 in the non-motorized 
meeting at the old mission school and Murphy urged committee members to attend if possible. 

11. Adjournment Murphy moved to adjourn the meeting with a second by Chown. 
        Adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

 

 






















