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PENINSULA TOWNSHIP 
13235 Center Road, Traverse City MI 49686  

www.peninsulatownship.com 
Township Board Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 13, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Township Hall 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Supervisor Manigold at 7:00 p.m. 
2. Pledge 
3. Roll Call: Sanger, Wahl, Manigold, Chown, Achorn, Wunsch present 

Absent: Bickle 
4. Brief Citizen Comments (for agenda items only) 
Dave Edmondson, 12414 Center Rd.: the purpose of the PDR ordinance is to preserve the township’s scenic 
views, agriculture, open spaces, woodlands, wetlands, and dark night sky, all of which are considered valuable, 
natural, and aesthetic resources to our township. When agricultural land is converted to residential use, an 
important community resource is permanently lost to the citizens of Peninsula Township.  
 
[Read part of the PDR ordinance aloud and said the standards have not been met. Gave the board another 
letter and a map of the fruit site ratings and prime scenic views; these items are attached at the end of the 
minutes.] 
Louie Santucci, 12602 Center Rd.: limiting people to three minutes to speak at a meeting is not conducive to 
open dialogue. Knows this board has common sense. When raised the satirical issue of Dave Sanger wearing a 
sheriff’s t-shirt with a badge on it, was not aware Sanger actually was wearing his uniform when going out on 
city business. Sanger said as much in the last special meeting at 1 hour 11 minutes of the into the StreamSpot 
recording. Asked the sheriff’s department if a reserve officer is allowed to wear his uniform while off duty and 
the response was no. (Note: at the township attorney’s request, the clerk reviewed the portion of the 
StreamSpot recording in question. Code Enforcement Officer Sanger did not say he wore his sheriff’s uniform 
when going on township business; he said he does not feel comfortable showing up in his civilian uniform to 
situations that might be dangerous without back-up.) 
Manigold: we are in the process of hiring another sheriff. Going forward, our CPOs will handle those cases. 
They are trained and will handle future situations. We have ordered vests and picture id badges for our 
assessing, zoning, and enforcement personnel.  
 
5. Approve Agenda   
Wunsch moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Chown.          Passed Unan 
6. Conflict of Interest: none 
7. Consent Agenda: any member of the board, staff, or the public may ask that any item on the consent 

agenda be removed and placed elsewhere on the agenda for full discussion 
1. Invoices (recommend approval)  

http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
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2. Reports 
A. Peninsula Community Library for June and July 2021 
B. Grand Traverse County Sheriff Daily Officer Summary for May and June 2021 
C. Peninsula Township Fire Department for June 2021 
D. Grand Traverse Sheriff’s Office Citation, Accident & Arrest Statistics for June 2021 and second 

quarter totals for April–June 2021 
E. Peninsula Township Ordinance Enforcement for June 2021 

3. Minutes from May 12, 2021, township board special meeting; June 8, 2021, township board regular 
meeting; June 14, 2021, township board special meeting; and June 21, 2021, township board special 
meeting 

4. Sign request from Old Mission Peninsula Historical Society on behalf of the upcoming Harvesting 
History event 

5. Road name change from Eimen Rd. to Old Woods Rd.  
6. Ratification of MTA’s Principles of Governance as an official policy of the township board 
7. Correspondence 

A. Joanne Bandoni 
B. Nancy Schulte 
C. Sheryl (Hayward) Williams 
D. John Jacobs 
E. Dave Murphy 
F. David K. Sanger and Joanne Bandoni 
G. Belinda Wilson 
H. Stuart Williams and David K. Sanger 
I. Harold David Edmondson 
J. Fred Gilstorff 
K. Beth Friend and Judy Allen 
L. Mike Skurski 
M. Joe Gorka 
N. Mike Skurski 
O. George and Carroll Kobernus 
P. Ken and Karen Schmidt 
Q. Bud Stych and Jim Raphael 

Wahl moved to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Wunsch. 
Roll call vote: Wahl, Manigold, Chown, Achorn, Wunsch, Sanger                       Passed Unan 
 
8. Business:  

1. Public hearing for Peninsula Township Noise Ordinance No. 40, 1st Amendment (Manigold) 
Manigold: closed the township board meeting and opened the meeting up for public comments on Noise 
Ordinance No. 40, 1st Amendment. 
Monnie Peters, 1425 Neahtawanta Rd.: the boat noise off the water affects the residents, but the music can 
be equally egregious. The music on the 4th of July went into the late hours. Is there a way to put more teeth 
into the ordinance for the sheriff to patrol our area? Would like to see more patrolling of the noise, both from 
the boats and the music coming off the water. 
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Louis Santucci, 12602 Center Rd.: one could apply the reasonable man standard to the noise issue. A decibel 
meter might be used to ascertain the actual noise level. The idea of what music pleases a 25 year old might be 
different than a 75 year old. The rumble strip on Center Rd. creates a significant amount of noise as well. 
Dave Edmondson, 12414 Center Rd.: lives on the highest point of the peninsula and can hear noise off the 
water. The rumble strip produces significant noise. The scenic turnout on Center Rd. is also a location for 
noise. 
Manigold: concluded the public portion of the meeting and opened it back up to the board. Is removing the 
language that zoning department will enforce the noise ordinance. This is now going to be done strictly by the 
county sheriff. The deputies are trained expert witnesses and have body cameras.  
Wahl moved to approve the amended noise ordinance, seconded by Wunsch. 
Roll call vote: Wahl, Manigold, Chown, Achorn, Wunsch, Sanger                       Passed Unan   
 

2. Public hearing for Peninsula Township Zoning Ordinance re-write (Manigold) (no action will be taken) 
Manigold: closed this portion of the town board meeting portion and opened it up for public comment.  
Monnie Peters, 1425 Neahtawanta Rd.: our zoning ordinance is a living document. Glad we are holding three 
public meetings. Would like to see a standing committee or sub-committee on the planning commission to 
deal with these issues sooner. Some of these issues are decades old. If the issues with the wineries had been 
placed in front of the public sooner, perhaps we would not find ourselves with the legal troubles we now face.  
Pass this amendment and work to have a better method to establish amendments faster, quicker, and better.  
Nancy Heller, 3091 Bluewater Rd.: would like to have the changes in the new draft of the zoning ordinance 
put into a simple format. Having the original and the changes side by side for review would make it easier. 
Asked for this repeatedly and has received nothing. Is confused by the page numbering. Tried to reach the 
zoning administrator and understand that she is out ill. Would like to ask about the diagram on page 2-4. Does 
this mean you are permitted to fill an area down slope to bring it up to grade level? On page 2-8 under junk 
yard, it states the items need to be removed in 15 days. Often a person cannot remove an item within this 
timeframe. There need to be exceptions made. Page 2-14 under the definition of structures makes sidewalks 
and driveways structures. Can these be placed in a setback? Often MDOT determines where one can enter a 
road from a driveway.  
Manigold: could you put all of this in writing for us? 
Heller: no. Sometimes it is better to hear things orally. I will discuss this more at the next public meeting.  
Manigold: invited everyone to make an appointment to come in and talk or put their questions and comments 
in writing. Closed the public portion of the meeting and resumed the regular board meeting. 
Achorn: sat in on the first public meeting when the township started talking about rewriting the zoning 
ordinances. Have sidewalks and driveways always been considered structures? 
Wahl: was on the planning commission and the zoning board of appeals in 2014. Pavement is an impervious 
structure. Setback limitations are set for roof overhangs or walls.  
Sanger: participated in the zoning board meeting where side, front, and rear setbacks were the issue. This has 
been addressed before.    
Manigold: the new ordinance will allow residential use of tents for camping and tents in yards for graduation 
or weddings. 
 

3. Review of February 9, 2021, board-approved Mannor PDR amendment (Manigold) 
Gordon Hayward: presented a review of the February 9, 2021, decision on the Mannor PDR amendment [see 
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pages 129-176 of the meeting packet]. 
Manigold: asked John Wunsch, who has been involved in the PDR, to give his opinion. 
John Wunsch, 17881 Center Rd.: has been deeply involved with PDR in our township. Thoroughly studied the 
Mannor amendment and after careful review found everything in order. Made two site visits to confirm the 
new site is an improvement from the old site, both due to the removal of a visible building site on the high 
ground viewshed and the removal of the site from superior agricultural land. These circumstances, in addition 
to the fact that the new site meets the requirements of section 8B “Amendment of Conservation Easement,” 
means the amendment is a net plus for the community and the purposes of the program. [See attached email 
in support of the Mannor amendment sent to the township board on July 13.] 
Dave Edmondson, 12414 Center Rd.: owns five contracts and knows the ordinance very well.  John Wunsch 
has no contracts. We as citizens bought all this land and the conservation easement is supposed to be for 
perpetuity. Has no problem moving one acre, but the amount almost doubled. Presentation by Hayward is 
filled with flaws. The new site is still in the viewshed. Both sites are in the viewshed. When you look at the tart 
cherry inventory map [provided to the township board before the meeting began and attached at the end of 
the minutes], this shows their value. The location has a high value for agricultural crops. This program spent 
millions of dollars for property in perpetuity and you are undermining it. Maybe this needs to be sorted out by 
a judge. 
Gary Mannor, 3469 Old Mission Rd.: believes in the PDR program. When bought this property, wife wanted a 
big house on top of a hill. Now she is living in Minnesota and [Mannor] is back to Michigan. Has not been able 
to grow a crop on this property. For over 100 years, there hasn’t been a successful crop consistently grown on 
this property. You cannot see the new location of the house from Center Road or Peninsula Drive. Have moved 
the build site out of the best viewshed. It cost $10,000 to do this. This property was paid for not only by 
peninsula residents but also state and federal money. 
Chown: thanked Dave Edmondson for providing the township board the opportunity to look at the process it 
went through to approve the amendment back in February. Stands by her vote. 
Wahl: going forward, we can make granting amendments a well-documented planning process.  
Meihn: I recommend making a motion to have the board reaffirm the vote to amend this PDR. 
Wunsch moved the board reaffirm its vote to amend the Mannor PDR, seconded by Wahl. 
Roll call vote: Wunsch, Achorn, Chown, Manigold, Wahl, Sanger   Passed Unan 
 

4. Update from Peninsula Township Parks Committee (Murphy) 
Dave Murphy, 6943 East Shore Rd.: Thanked Becky Chown for giving the parks such excellent coverage in the 
summer newsletter. The parks committee continues working with the Land Information Access Associates 
(LIAA). This is going to be a lengthy process. Glen Chown just made us aware that $150 million dollars are 
being allotted to the state of Michigan for parks and $250 million for local parks. We are dealing with pets off 
leash and pet waste issues. Covid spurred more use of the parks. Pelizzari tops the complaint list because of 
usage. The parking lot is often filled with cars. The pet issue has become more about education than 
enforcement. There are three parcels currently being looked at to expand Pelazzari. Parks committee member 
Pete Dahl has scheduled Fire Chief Fred Gilstorff to come to the next parks committee meeting. A fire plan 
needs to be in place for all our parks. Eric Dreier and volunteers are keeping the new trees at Bowers Harbor 
Park watered. Discussions on water testing for e-coli are proceeding.  Brian Peace of Elmers removed the old 
playground equipment at Haserot Beach before the new one was installed and thus saved the township 
$10,000 in additional costs. The pickleball/tennis court surfaces have cracked and need approximately $4,000 
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for a short-term repair and this would need to be done annually. To replace both courts will cost $35,000. Bob 
Wilkinson’s time has been taken up with the cemeteries and only general maintenance is occurring in the 
parks. The task of removing damaged and dangerous playground equipment in Bowers Harbor Park has gone 
to Wilkinson.    
 

5. Legal update on township matters (Meihn) 
Meihn: received an offer from Bay One Tree Service to pay the township $3,500 plus a $500 attorney fee for 
the destruction of the hillside above Archie Park. The damages amounted to $5,200 from the landscape 
report. Recommends we counter with $4,500 plus the attorney fee of $500. My fee is part of the retainer paid 
by the township so in essence the township would recover $5,000. Would like a motion permitting me to 
move forward. 
Sanger moved to authorize Meihn to place a counter offer of $4,500 plus the $500 attorney fee for the 
destruction of the hillside above Archie Park with a second by Wunsch. 
Roll call vote: Wahl, Manigold, Chown, Achorn, Wunsch, Sanger                       Passed Unan 
Meihn: there has been no change in the status of the winery lawsuit. 
 
9. Citizen Comments 
Eric Dreier, 12434 Peninsula Drive: read letter attached at end of these minutes. 
Dave Edmondson, 12414 Center Rd.: the ordinance was not followed in granting the amendment to the 
Mannor property. This house may not be seen from Center Rd., but it will certainly be seen on Peninsula Drive. 
Jack Holmes used to grow tart cherries on the parcel and told me the west side was always the best side. The 
site does not have to produce cherries, grapes, or any other crop. The land could be open space or a wetland. 
Will likely take this to another level and hopes it doesn’t hurt the program. Has passion and respect for this 
program and doesn’t see that here.  
 
10. Board Comments  
Manigold: has been against hiring another deputy; however, we cannot put people in danger. The township 
has the money. Several concerns are speeding enforcement and zoning enforcement. Sheriff personal are 
trained professionals, have body cameras, and can more effectively address the issues we are seeing. 
Sanger: one deputy cannot be on duty all the time due to vacation, time off, and training. Effectively, we have 
coverage 15-17 days a month. An additional deputy means we have more days covered. Two cease and desist 
orders were torn down from a building site without land use or building permits. 
Chown: the newsletter contains the wrong dates for the Mission Point Lighthouse 150th Anniversary Festival. 
The correct dates are August 6-7. Has extra newsletters if anyone needs one. 
 
11. Adjournment: Sanger moved to adjourn with a second by Wunsch.       Passed Unan 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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