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PENINSULA TOWNSHIP 
13235 Center Road, Traverse City MI 49686  

www.peninsulatownship.com 
Citizens’ Committee to Address Winery Lawsuit 

Minutes 
October 27, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

Township Hall 
 

1. Selection of Temporary Chair of Meeting 
Meihn: today the committee will select a chair, vice chair, and secretary with Manigold acting as 
temporary chair to begin the meeting. After the strong showing of citizens at the last two town board 
meetings, the town board voted to create this citizens’ committee. Its purpose is to offer a response to the 
winery lawsuit through an open and transparent process. [Distributed a document titled “Claims by the 
Wineries in the Complaint”; see document at the end of the minutes.] 

2. Call to Order by Manigold at 10:10 a.m. 
3. Pledge 
4. Roll Call: Jennifer Venegoni, Rudy Rudolph, Erin Gartland, John Wunsch, Rob Manigold, Brit Eaton, Isaiah 

Wunsch, John Jacobs; Greg Meihn, township attorney, also present 
5. Selection of Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary for Meetings 

 Manigold opened the floor for selection of the chair. 
 J. Wunsch moved to select Manigold as chair with a second by Jacobs. 
 Manigold moved to close the selection for chair with Manigold nominated as chair. 
       Roll call vote  
 Yes: Venegoni, Rudolph, Gartland, J. Wunsch, Manigold, Eaton, I. Wunsch, Jacobs  Passed Unan 
 Manigold: entertained a motion for vice chair. 
 Jacobs moved to select John Wunsch as vice chair with a second by Eaton. 
      Manigold moved to close the selection for vice chair with Wunsch nominated as vice chair. 
 Roll call vote  
 Yes: Venegoni, Rudolph, Gartland, J. Wunsch, Manigold, Eaton, I. Wunsch, Jacobs   Passed Unan 

 Manigold opened the floor for selection of secretary. 
 Rudolph offered to be secretary. 
 Jacobs moved to select Rudolph as secretary with a second by I. Wunsch. 
 Manigold moved to close the selection for secretary with Rudolph nominated as secretary. 
 Roll call vote  
 Yes: Venegoni, Rudolph, Gartland,  J. Wunsch, Manigold, Eaton, I. Wunsch, Jacobs   Passed Una 
6. Approve Agenda  

Eaton moved to approve the agenda as presented with a second by I. Wunsch. 
 Roll call vote  
 Yes: Venegoni, Rudolph, Gartland, J. Wunsch, Manigold, Eaton, I. Wunsch, Jacobs  
  Passed Unan 

http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
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7. Conflict of Interest: none 
8. Review of Committee Members 

1. Determine that each member wishes to participate 
Jennifer Venegoni-yes  
Rudy Rudolph-yes 
Erin Gartland-yes  
John Wunsch-yes  
Rob Manigold-yes 
Brit Eaton-yes 
Isaiah Wunsch-yes 
John Jacobs-yes   
2. Make decision regarding open seats 
I. Wunsch moved to leave the three WOMP seats open and add three additional members of the 
agriculture community to join the committee with a second by Eaton.  
J. Wunsch amended the motion to leave the availability of WOMP seats open indefinitely.  
I. Wunsch and J. Wunsch rescinded their motions. 
I. Wunsch moved to add three additional seats to the citizens’ committee from the agricultural 
community with a second by Jacobs. 

 Roll call vote:  
Yes: Venegoni, Rudolph, Gartland, J. Wunsch, Manigold, Eaton, I. Wunsch, Jacobs   Passed Unan 

9. Topics of Discussion:          
1. Review claims in lawsuit 
Meihn: read “Claims by the Wineries in the Complaint.”  
2. Discuss how to address claims and provide proposal  

     Meihn: will provide anyone who contacts him at gmeihn@foleymansfield.com with his personal tracer      
 number to access the specific court case documents online. A copy of the pleadings in this case will be 
 available for viewing on Monday, November 1, 2021, at the township office. Any item may be 
 discussed except the details of the proposed settlement agreement between the two parties.        
      Rudolph: it is important, as a committee, to keep the expressed concerns of our fellow citizens in mind   
          during this process.  
 Volunteered to summarize the citizens’ concerns with the help of Jacobs and I. Wunsch. 
      Manigold: the meetings are now being live streamed. Any written comments for distribution to the 
 committee need to be into the clerk’s office by Monday, November 1, 2021, for the November 2, 
 2021 meeting.     

10. Citizen Comments 
 David Taft, 952 Neahtawanta: my understanding is this is to be a citizens’ meeting and not a legal meeting. 

This group is to raise the issues made by the citizens of this community and not be so concerned about 
court proceedings and timing. Let the issues of the people who live here be the focus rather than the 
wineries. 

 Peter Cohl, 9466 Rolling Ridge: recommends having public comments at the beginning of the meetings as 
well as at the end so the committee can hear from citizens before voting on issues. There are no wineries 
represented here today and WOMP filed a motion with the court after the community meeting on 
October 6, 2021, to have the proposed settlement agreement enforced. The court did not agree. You are 
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too concerned about losing this lawsuit. Focus on what type of ordinance is beneficial to the citizens and 
recommend that to the town board. What would be fair for everyone? Hypothetically, say the court rules 
against you. A judge cannot rewrite an ordinance; the issue comes back to you. Get in touch with the 
Michigan Township Association as they have an interest in this case. The decision could potentially affect 
every township in the state of Michigan. 

  Arman Shanafelt, 7402 East Shore Road: the wineries have chosen not to be part of this group. 
Recommends coming up with the right solution for the citizens and not looking at every single point the 
wineries have raised. [Also submitted an email that is included at the end of the minutes.] 

 Grant Parsons, 6936 Mission Ridge: there is strong support for this township board. We seem to be 
hearing how strong WOMP is and not enough about the history of this issue. Seventy percent of this 
township voted in support of our current ordinances, and  the wineries have had 20 years of success. 
Believe in the strength of our ordinances. Being public and transparent is a novel idea in most places, but 
not here. 

 Harold David Edmondson, 12414 Center Road: this entire lawsuit started when the wineries wanted to 
amend portions of the ordinances. After so many meetings, nothing was getting done and the lawsuit 
was the answer. We are hemorrhaging time and money on this. The items the wineries are now asking 
for are significantly more than at the beginning of this process. Perhaps we should just give the wineries 
what they want and then have a referendum by the citizens on your decision. We just need to get this job 
done.   

11. Setting Next Meeting Date: 
 The next meeting will be held November 2, 2021, 10:00 a.m., at Peninsula Township Hall. 

12. Adjournment: 
Venegoni moved to adjourn the meeting with a second by J. Wunsch. 

 Meeting adjourned at 11:13 a.m. 
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