Peninsula Township
Township Board Regular Meeting
Laura Martin, Recording Secretary

PENINSULA TOWNSHIP

13235 Center Road, Traverse City
MI 49686
www.peninsulatownship.com

Township Board Regular Meeting
November 12, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Township Hall
Minutes

1. Call to Order by Sanders at 7:00 p.m.
2. Pledge
3. RollCall
Present: Sanders, Clark, Milliken, Alexander, Sanger, Chown
Absent excused: Wunsch
4. Governmental Updates:
A. Correspondence
1. Grand Traverse County (GTC) Drain Commissioner Andy Smits
2. Brent Wheat, Environmental Health Director, GTC Heath Department
3. Mike Laney, Health Officer, GTC Health Department
4. Maura Sanders, Township Supervisor, on History and Oversight of the Board of Public
Works
5. Planning and Zoning Department Update
Dave Murphy, chair of the parks committee, covered upcoming “Friends Group” meeting of other
nonprofits associated with parks, including Friends of Sleeping Bear, to learn ways to support the
parks.
5. Conflict of Interest: none
6. Consent Agenda:
A. Invoices
B. Reports
1. Fire Department
2. Treasurer’s Office
3. Grand Traverse Sheriff’s Office Citation, Accident, and Arrest Statistics
4. Peninsula Community Library
Minutes from October 14, 2025, Township Board Regular and Special Meetings
D. Appointment of Nicholas Johnson to Fill Vacant Alternate Position on the Agricultural Advisory
Committee
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Memo from Township Attorneys regarding Voting on Ordinances and Conflicts of Interest
Appraisals for Township-Owned Property

O mm

Protect the Peninsula (PTP) Press Release and Proposed Negotiation Outline


http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
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H. Formation of Old Mission Citizens’ Coalition -UpNorthLive Article, Complete Articles of
Incorporation, and Related Emails from Tom Menzel

I. Correspondence
1. Margaret Fako
2. Gary Rajah
3. Tracey Allers
4. Jonathan Klinger
5. Amanda Kurzman
6. Julie Clark
7. Alison Jessup
8. Dani Liblang
9. Justin Thorington
10. Amanda Seguin
11. Linda Burkey
12. Rachel McBride
13. Joe Gorka
14. Tom Nussdorfer

15. Chris Moyer

Sanger requested item E be moved to business item 9.

Sanders requested item H be moved to business item 10.

Clark moved to approve the consent agenda as amended with a second by Milliken.

Roll call vote: yes — Clark, Milliken, Alexander, Sanger, Chown, Sanders Passed unan
7. Approve Agenda

Sanders requested adding three business items: the verbal offer for vacant land previously

discussed for fire station 1 as item 11; survey highlights from Epic MRA as item 12, and a

community prayer invitation as item 13.

Sanger moved to approve the agenda as amended with a second by Alexander. Motion passed by

consensus

8. Brief Citizen Comments (for agenda items only):
John Jacobs, 5290 Forest Ave: | can't stay for long. | normally would wait for public comment on the
two ordinances but will speak briefly about them now. Noise ordinances are tough. There is no such
thing as a perfect noise ordinance. One man's music is another man's noise. But | like what you've
done. It's more complete, it's easier to understand, and it's easier to enforce. | hope it would be a
living document, reviewed from time to time to make sure it's appropriate. I'm not sure | can recite
to you what the hours of noise limitations are because there are so many variations. | would advise
that it be simplified in some way. Seasonal variations and types of noise variation, if simplified, are
easier for everybody and easier to enforce.
The road ends ordinance is long overdue. This is a safety issue. The fire department depends on
access to that water. Nearby property owners I'm sure are bothered by people who are partying and
whatnot, but the dominant factor is safety. | hope you pass that.
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Section 5 (F) says “No glass or metal container.” That’s vague and unrealistic. Does that mean
somebody can't walk with a Coca Cola in their hand? Cleaned up, they're both good. They’re steps in
the right direction, and you can always fix them if they don’t work right.

Susan Tarczon, 15763 Smokey Hollow Road: I'm glad the township and PTP and the wineries are
going to discuss and hopefully negotiate a settlement, if that's possible. As we continue to pursue
the necessary legal proceedings, negotiations need to be open and transparent to Old Mission
residents and need to address the 50 million in damages liability. | want to express my appreciation
for township officials as you pursue this and for all you have done to date to support us residents
and for supporting our continued desire for a rural agricultural community. | would love to again
patronize our wineries. That can happen when the wineries recognize they are on agricultural land
and not commercially zoned property with event centers, restaurants, and bar zoning. You township
officials have needed to perform your normal responsibilities in addition to more than five years of
lawsuit-related time and effort. Thank you for that, and please keep supporting residents' property
rights alongside wineries’ rights to sell their wine.

Todd Sanders, 20202 Center Road: with the move of the Old Mission Citizens Coalition to the
agenda, | want to offer some advice and some observations. | thank this board for a phenomenally
transparent and professional environment, board and staff. Most of you know me enough to know
that if | didn't think you were doing it, | wouldn't say it. You’re doing a phenomenal job. It's a
different environment. That has me confused as to why any other organization would feel the need
to insert themselves in a duly elected, community supported, appropriately appointed process. The
only thing | can imagine is that they have their own agenda they are working towards. Three main
concerns | have with this coalition. The first is, why do we need a special group? Why not join one of
the numerous opportunities that have been open and are open to join committees or working
groups? Why doesn't this group currently do these things? Why this new thing? | would guess the
reason is that they don't want the transparency, the accountability, or the collaboration required to
do those jobs. They want to be special. My second concern is, why is their board made up of three
candidates who all lost in the last election? | can only imagine they're frustrated they don't have the
influence they wanted, and they now want to exert undue influence on you in some pseudo-
government shadow organization. Be wary of that. And third, this group was made to undermine
what the community is trying to do, what the community has elected, and what the community has
consistently voted for. They have self-appointed, self-selected, and self-ordained themselves to take
on some mantle that no one has asked them to. | encourage them to continue down the path of
helping and collaborating instead of trying to add more chaos to the mix. Even their articles [convey
this desire]: article nine, public policy, legislation, and advocacy, [says], “Part of the activity of this
corporation may be carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation.” You
can't get more clear than that. My request for this board is that you treat that group and those
members the same way you treat the rest of us. Be respectful and continue to be professional. I'm
becoming an amateur expert in Michigan nonprofit laws, so I'm keenly observing that fine line
nonprofits are allowed when it comes to political activity. Thanks.

Andy Smits, 8458 Peninsula Drive: in your agenda, you have a letter from the drain commissioner's
office. | want to add to the record that not all the correspondence related to that item is in your
packet, just the correspondence to our congressional representative. The actual initiative for funding
under the Water Resources Development Act was initiated by Senator Slotkins’ staff, who contacted
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me to nominate projects for the reauthorization of the Water Resources Development Act. [| have
had] outreach to both the Senate and the House on the matter. The Senate can create legislation,
but it's the House that can appropriate funding to enact it. Thank you.

8. Business:
1. Proposed Budget Amendment to Pay Off Loan for Fire Department Station 3 (Clark)
Clark reviewed the loan and fire department financials as presented in the packet. Chief Gilstorff
answered questions from the board. The board agreed after reviewing options that paying off the
loan before interest rates rise is most financially beneficial.
Chown moved to pay off Fire Station 3’s remaining mortgage [principal of $758,043.00 and interest
of $15,681.00) to avoid increased interest rates and in preparation for the new Fire Station 1
project as a budget amendment with a second by Sanger.
Roll call vote: yes — Milliken, Alexander, Sanger, Chown, Sanders, Clark Passed unan
2. Water and Sewer Financial Projection Update (Jennifer Graham, Gourdie-Fraser)
Graham reviewed the upcoming water sanitary survey by EGLE. Anticipates a water liability study
will need to be completed for Peninsula Township. Has not been done since 2012. Recent
developments necessitate an update on infrastructure capacity and future needs. Water and sewer
rates will also need to be reviewed with the DPW. Estimates that it will be six months before
numbers will come before the board. The water tank on the peninsula that holds 300,000 gallons is
up for a five-year inspection.
3. Presentation on Cross Connection Control Program for the Grand Traverse County Department of

Public Works (Noah Karberg, Director of Public Works)

Karberg reviewed the program as presented in the packet. Need to inspect residential and
commercial systems once every three to five years. Updates reflect mostly language revisions.
Program update will align with EGLE’s compliance requirements.
Sanders moved that Peninsula Township adopt the Cross Connection Control Program presented
by the Department of Public Works with a second by Sanger. Motion passed by consensus

4. Continuation of Public Hearing for Bayshore Marathon 2026 with no action to be taken (Sanders)

Sanders opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.

No comment

Sanders closed the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.

Chown moved to continue to table the Bayshore Marathon until the December 9 township board

meeting with a second by Milliken. Motion passed by consensus

5. Public Hearing for Proposed Road Ends Ordinance No. 61 with no action to be taken (Sanger)

Sanders opened the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.

No comment

Sanders closed the public hearing at 7:39 p.m.

Sanger reviewed the new ordinance for road ends. Has been reviewed by legal counsel. Main

points include protecting water access rights for public use while mitigating safety concerns with

use of road ends. The ordinance allows the township to put up signs that clarify safety precautions

for road end use. Packet has proposed ordinance with edits included. Chown discussed several

clarifying details and the township board decided to continue discussion at the December

meeting.

6. Public Hearing for Proposed Noise Ordinance No. 62 (Incorrectly called No. 40, Amendment 2 in
a former agenda and packet) with no action to be taken (Sanger)
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Sanders opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

Laura Johnson, 3464 Kroupa Road: fears there are unintended consequences with this noise
ordinance. Section 3 (B) Specific Violations, 1: “Amplified Sounds and Musical Instruments: The
playing of any radio, television, speaker, loudspeaker, stereo system, media player, phonograph, or
other electronic or mechanical sound-producing device, including any musical instrument, in such a
manner or with such volume as to create a noise disturbance.” Okay, so you can’t do that. Next
paragraph: “The operation of any [same such thing] between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. [is
prohibited].” That looks like you can make that noise except between 10 at night to seven in the
morning. What's going on here?

2 “Yelling and Vocal Noises: Yelling, shouting, hooting, [etc]” also has this time specified, and you can
yell and make vocal noises that are disturbing and audible, just not between 11 p.m. and 8 a.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays. So apparently you can't do music, but you can yell and hoot afterwards. |
think that needs to be looked at and reworded. | live across from a winery. | experience “plainly
audible noise disturbances” every Thursday during the summer. | hope this is re-worded so we do
not have permission for anybody to make these kind of radio, television, speaker, loudspeaker, etc.,
noises, 365 days a year, 24 hours a day.

My other concern is farming. Section 3, [B (5)] “Loading and Unloading. Loading or unloading any
vehicle or trailer or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates, and containers in such a
manner as to create a noise disturbance.” We're shipping cherries during the month of July, and
there is noise disturbance, if anybody wanted to complain. We ship apples mid September up to
November. Regarding “Machinery, Equipment, or Mechanical Devices,” we have a frost fan keeping
our apple blossoms from freezing. Runs all night and is loud. This would seem to be taken care of
under “Exemptions” in section 4 (6), “Farm Operations: Any activity protected by Michigan's Right to
Farm Act.” | have gone to this Public Act 93 of 1981 and looked through it. | did not see specific
mention of these particular activities. Maybe | don't see it, but | can't assume we are protected.
These are my concerns. | appreciate the efforts in putting together a nice ordinance. | just want it to
be right and fair. Thank you.

Sanders: we will probably call on you in the next two weeks to make sure we got it all in. Thank you.
Sanders closed the public hearing at 7:51 p.m.

Chown: | assumed that exemption number six took care of those concerns. We need to look into that
and make certain those activities are protected.

Board discussed details with the timing specifications and possible simplifications. Discussion will
continue at the December 9 regular board meeting with public comment and possible action.

7. Opening on Planning Commission (Sanders)

Sanders reviewed the opening on the PC [planning commission]. The township board is accepting
applications or letters of interest to the clerk's office for a couple more weeks. The ZBA [Zoning
Board of Appeals] will also have an opening that will be accepting applications. The agricultural
advisory committee had an opening. After reviewing previous applications, Nick Johnson was
appointed in the consent agenda to the second alternate position.

8. PDR Violations Update (Sanders)

Sanger reviewed possible violation of an agricultural building on PDR land being used for non-
agricultural purposes. Township counsel is working with counsel for the property owner on a
resolution, with court action possible if compliance is not established. Sanger is meeting with the
property owner for a building inspection this week.
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9. Voting Interest

Sanders reviewed a statement from legal counsel reviewing the voting rights of Sanger as a board
member on business items regarding the establishment of ordinance violations, as he holds the

compensated position of violation enforcement officer. A member of the public requested legal
review of this potential conflict of interest. As the township has fewer than 40,000 citizens, there is

a caveat for a sitting member to hold a second position and it does not affect his voting position on

the board regarding zoning enforcement. Sanger asked any citizen with a concern to come directly

to a board member or the supervisor to understand the issue before requiring tax money be spent

on legal review.

10. Old Mission Citizens Coalition

Sanders explained that citizen Fred Woodruff requested discussion of this item. Articles of
incorporation are included in the meeting packet. Sanders encouraged any member of the new

coalition to apply for the open seat on the PC. Other opportunities for engagement exist as well.
11. Property for Fire Department Station 1 Proposal

Sanders said the property owner of the vacant land across from Mapleton Market has given verbal

offer for a trade of their five acres of vacant land in exchange for the property station 1 currently

sits on. The property owner wants the rights to the cell phone tower, which is currently funding

township legal costs during ongoing litigation, on the lot. Sanders said that income cannot be

traded. The board and fire chief will review financials and cost benefits. Attached to the minutes is

the appraisal for the vacant land being offered and the previous study comparing the current site

the township is planning to use for the new fire station [the township’s land next to the township

offices] and the vacant land being offered in trade.

12. Citizen Survey

Sanders reviewed highlights from the community survey. The full results are posted to the

township website. Preservation of natural shorelines and water quality was ranked highest
priority.

13. Quorum at Peninsula Township Community Prayer

Township board was sent an invitation for a community prayer gathering for community leaders at

the Saint Joseph Church on November 17. If a quorum is met of town board members in

attendance, it will not qualify as an official meeting and does not require a public notice.

9. Citizen Comments:

Sally Erickson, 2228 Kaukauna Court: Port of Old Mission developer and builder. Great meeting;
lots of stuff got done. | want to thank Dave [Sanger]. | know | have been a thorn in your side about
that [the perceived conflict of interest] as well. Important information. | was concerned for you and
your safety as well. Weird stuff going on in politics and a lot of mean energy. That clarification, as
much as that cost us money, was critical. Hopefully it will be helpful to all of us. As we move forward
and start to solidify our words around zoning and ordinances, let’s make them truly clean and easy
to understand so they're easy to implement and enforce. For decades, the beach frontage
ordinances have not been enforced. | appreciate your work and thank you.
Nicholas Johnson, 14988 Smokey Hollow: I'm a farmer out here on Old Mission Peninsula, a sixth
generation orchardist. We grow apples, cherries, and some wine grapes on the side, although those
are being diminished right now due to the current supplies. Thank you, and | humbly accept your
recommendation to the agricultural advisory committee.



Peninsula Township
Township Board Regular Meeting
Laura Martin, Recording Secretary

10.

11.

Kathleen Haueisen, 6332 Hawks View: thank you for including the prayer gathering on the agenda.
According to the pastors and the priests, the gathering is by invitation only and is intended
specifically for the leaders involved in the winery lawsuit. We appreciate your attention to this
matter and want to note that those who are not attending are welcome to join in prayer at that time
from wherever they are. But it is specifically for the leaders involved in the community with WOMP
[Wineries of Old Mission].

Board Comments:

Board asked Jacob Witte, attorney from FSBR, if he had comments on what he overheard of the
ordinance discussions, but he had none as he missed the discussions due to misunderstanding
who was hosting the Zoom meeting. The recording secretary apologized for the mishap.
Adjournment

Alexander moved to adjourn at 8:19 p.m. with a second by Clark. Passed by consensus




