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OMPHS Mold Remediation

Project Efforts




Township Books cleaned for preservation through the OMPHS Mold Remediation Project, 2025

Clerk’s Account Books, 1917 -1945 5 books
Chattel Mortgages 1860s-1922 4 books
Dog Register 1918-19 1 book
Register of Electors, early 1900s 1 book
Road Commission 1915-1942 1 book
Treasurer Accounts, 1927-29 3 books
Total 15 books

Before & after photos. See all that white stuff on the ones on the left — mold. All gone.

And crew also cleaned nearly every page. Books smell much better also —no hint of mildew.
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Additional Correspondence




Becky Chown

—_—
From: John | SBM <john@stringsbymail.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 6, 2025 5:57 PM
To: Becky Chown
Subject: Your Good Efforts

Dear Town board Members,

I have an ongoing appreciation of the difficult job you all do. As representatives you must balance the needs of many and
often receive harsh criticism for doing so.

| believe your current path in regard to the lawsuit by the wineries against the township is very wise.

By attempting to engage the wineries in a dialog to seek a negotiated settlement you may be able to resolve this
challenging situation, so thank you for doing so.

Yet by supporting your attorneys as they prepare for an appeal you are creating a second path that is likely to bring a
good resolution, in case the settlement discussions cannot find a path to a resolution that helps the wineries add to their
legal activities, while establishing guard rails that help the residents peaceably enjoy their property, and most
importantly one that avoids financial damages that are a liability to the tax payers.

Please keep up your solid service to the community and know it is appreciated.

John Wunsch

Peninsula Resident



Peninsula Township board members:

It is not easy to be subject to constant unwarranted and unfair criticism .
To quote Teddy Roosevelt, “It is not the critic who counts... the credit

belongs to the person who is actually in the arena”... tt_we ’board is_in the
arena fighting for what's right for the overwhelming majority of residents.|

want to thank the board for your many hours of hard work under difficult
circumstances. You are protecting the great majority of Peninsula
Township citizens from money orientated wineries, who have little regard
for their neighbors or township zoning.

The wineries originally claimed over $200 million in damages and the lower

court awarded $49 million.A common sense analysis of the evidence
presented by the wineries leads to the conclusion that they deserve little to

nothing.Based upon my 50 years of statewide municipal law practice, |
believe the court of appeals will not allow the lower court $49 million
judgment to be affirmed . After reading the cross examination of WOMP’s
so-called CPA expert ,it’s clear that he did not review the cost of doing
business and expenses before he arrived at his damage figure. He did not

review the general ledgers of any winery,its balance sheets or its profit loss
statements. He had no idea of the debt financing or ability of any winery to

finance future endeavors . Apparently, no consideration was given that
during Covid large gathering were not permitted. He did not review the
capital asset or depreciation schedules of any winery.The wineries so-
called CPA expert admitted that he relied upon the WOMP attorneys for

his damage “evidence” and its calculations.

Unfortunately, the townships former attorney ,who is being sued for
malpractice, did not abide by the court management order to timely obtain

a qamage expert.PTP asked the court to allow it to present damage
evidence , but the lower court refused.

Please continue with your perseverance in defending the case in order to
protect the future of our beautiful Peninsula.

Peter Cohl
9466 Rolling Ridge.



Becky Chown

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Wigfield <laura@allguitar.com>
Saturday, December 6, 2025 6:14 PM
Becky Chown

Winery lawsuit problem

Dear Town Board Members,

| am writing in regard to the lawsuit by WOMP against the township. Given this has
significant impact on all of us | very much appreciate your ongoing efforts to establish a
path forward that is in the best interest of everyone.

Attempting to establish dialogue with the wineries with the understanding that they must
drop their inflated damages claims is the only sensible path.

I am confident in your ability to balance the need for dialogue if it can lead to a good
resolution, while also preparing yourselves to further defend us all in an appeal.

A good negotiated settlement is an excellent outcome, but given the significant flaws
behind the $49 million settlement from the judge, it would be foolish to not also prepare for
a potential appeal.

You have my very significant thanks for your service on our behalf.

Laura A Wigfield

Sent from my iPhone



Becky Chown

e |
From: Scott Phillips <sdp2050@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 6, 2025 9:39 PM
To: Becky Chown
Subject: Thank you

To the Peninsula Township Board and Staff -

 want to thank you for the efforts you are making on behalf of Township residents, especially during this
tumultuous time in the WOMP lawsuit(s).

Please know that | support your efforts to reach a resolution through negotiation with the wineries. Such
a resolution must protect the residential and agricultural character that has made the Township such the
desirable place in the region.

And, yes of course, the wineries deserve reasonable guidelines that are consistent with the agriculturally
zoned land on which they reside. However, such guidelines must prohibit outdoor amplified music and
related commercial operations that infringe on the well-being of residents.

| and others support you, and are grateful for the work you are doing.
Scott Phillips

8348 E Shore Rd
Traverse City, Ml 49686



Becky Chown

From: Sabina Qureshi <saleemsabina@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 7:41 AM

To: Becky Chown

Subject: WOMP

I'm writing this letter to thank the township leaders for working hard to find a solution for WOMP. THANKYOU for
waorking with Wineries and still protecting our farm land.

We appreciate your hard work and efforts to find a way to resolve this issue.

Keep up the good work

Thank you

Saleem Qureshi

Sent from my iPhone



Becky Chown

From: Charter <mswift@chartermi.net>
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 7:57 PM
To: Becky Chown

Subject: Support for Board

Hi Becky. Hope you’re doing well.

Here are my thoughts for the record and this week’s meeting packet on the winery situation. For what it’s
worth, I'm am offering my full encouragement and support for the Town Board to continue to work
towards a better future for our community. | agree with others who have said that the Board reaching out
to the Wineries to attempt to get them to the table for a possible settlement, while also following the
sensible requirement of the Township’s insurance carrier to prepare for a potential appeal is both
reasoned and principled.

Thankyou for reaching out to WOMP and attempting negotiation. It’s sad that WOMP answered with
another Federal lawsuit. | prefer appeal, personally. | won’t go into the Judicial activism problem in the
case in detail. Suffice it to say, we must fight to stop any kind of effort to take away local governance
laws. Also, we do NOT owe the wineries profits from their bad business decisions. Market saturation,
competition, poor management, poor sales revenue, or even acts of The Almighty, are issues every
business faces, butin today’s society it seems that there is a lack of personal accountability and
responsibility and for making someone else pay for your mistakes and decisions.

Itis with much sadness that the wineries who | personally worked closely with for decades to save our
Township’s agricultural land and farming heritage have now chosen to make money their Lord and
master. I’ve read the letter from one of the wineries saying they still want to help us achieve those goals
which is laughable because at the same time, they are suing their neighbors for millions to allow them to
be profitable... 'm only stating the obvious. In the stating the obvious category, | will add businesses that
cannot make a profit by following the laws, ordinances, SUPs that they agreed to are now saying their
neighbors need to pay their mortgages! Nice racket. Not good neighbors. And certainly there were NO
damages because they knew the rules, they agreed to them, and some of them operated outside the
rules as often as they could get away with it!

I'have actually read most of the Gazette opinion pieces on both sides of the case and I've concluded that
the wineries | worked so diligently with for decades are no longer run by their patriarchs and matriarchs
but by the next generations — it was an obvious outcome that the wineries wouldn’t continue without
some changes in their businesses but the wholesale disregard for the purposes of their very existence at
all (Save agriculture! Save scenic beauty! Save the’peninsula!) has ended up in the trash heap. Do you
really think anyone would ever vote to continue PDR if ANY winery received one single dollar from our
groundbreaking land conservation program? On what planet? | digress...

| fully support Chris Moyer’s opinion piece in the Gazette recently, | include a digital link
here: https://www.oldmission.net/2025/12/womp-uncork-deadlock/ | also read the piece by Grant
1



Parsons recently and fully support his position and the positions taken by Protect the Peninsuta. To all
who stand in the gap defending our township against greed, judicial activism, and the attempt to destroy
local governance, | applaud you and thank you as well! | know this type of fight can be difficult but you
are on the righteous side of this battle. God bless you. I’m praying for your success.

In closing, thank you for working to see that any settlement will include reasonable guidelines that can
protect and benefit the residents as well as the wineries, including provisions that still uphold the Master
Plan that underpins our Ordinances and that the overwhelming majority of residents endorses! Thank
you for working to be sure tax payers do not suffer from the efforts of the winery lawsuit to collect
damages. They have not been damaged by anyone but their own poor business models and greed. Yet if
the Wineries ultimately win, they will undoubtedly hurt every single taxpayer and home owner as our
home values suffer from the radical change to our community and culture, it’s already ha'ppening. Your
constituents are relying on the Board to fight and WIN this fight so do not be cowed by those voices
saying it’s a fool’s errand. It’s not!

Thank you for serving in the ever important and always difficult role of a Peninsula township board
member.

Mary Swift



Becky Chown

— = S=== e ——————— |
From: Deb Larimer <larimerde@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 7:42 PM
To: Becky Chown
Cc: Robin Noval
Subject: Communication to Peninsula Township Board,...

December 7, 2025

Dear Peninsula Township Board,

Thank you for serving as a Peninsula Township Board Member. You play a VERY IMPORTANT role
in representing all of the residents of our Peninsula and I appreciate you and your hard work. I recognize the
difficulty of your position and appreciate that you are on the front line for all of us!

I am saddened by the public criticism you receive as a result of uninformed citizens or from cruel
people. Attached is a comment I made on the Gazette, to help inform others that you are doing your job
protecting our Peninsula and resident’s rights.

Communication is so important as well as valuable to keep the public aware. Thank you Maura for your
weekly newsletters, PTP for the most recent informational meeting, Jane Boursaw for your Gazette coverage of
Peninsula business, Open Township Meetings, the Peninsula newsletter. . ...

It goes without saying that the WOMP vs. Peninsula mess is complicated but I support you and your
researched and informed decisions. I want to encourage you to:

- continue to reach out to the Wineries to negotiate toward a settlement.
- get clarity from the court system as there seems to be much confusion on both sides that makes it
difficult to progress to a settlement.
- continue to work to insure tax payers do not suffer from the winery lawsuit efforts to collect
damages.
- continue to enforce infractions of Zoning Ordinances if they are made.
Thank you again for your overall dedication to the Old Mission Peninsula!
Sincerely,
Deb Larimer
Larimerde @ gmail.com

My response to Community Comments made to Peninsula Township Supervisor’s notes in the Gazette on December 2
Gazette titled: “Old Mission Wineries File New Lawsuit Against Peninsula Township”

Often comments are made as a result of not having enough information. After reading the comments related to this article in
the Gazette, it is clear that some of you need a better understanding about the required lawful procedures of our Peninsula Township.

OMP has been my home since 1990 and I have had the experience of being the Recording Secretary for the OMP Planning
Commission, when this Winery vs. Peninsula Township all started. I participate in various Township meetings and informational
events that are offered and when I have questions I call the township office and speak to or meet with various personnel to get my
answers. [ regularly communicate with neighbors to make sure the information they have is correct and I’m available to speak with
any of you as well.

Wineries have a legal responsibility to follow the Zoning Ordinance regulations and requirements of the Permit for which
they applied and were issued, in order to run their business. In the Lawsuit Settlement the judge did not change any of the Peninsula
Township ordinances, so the Township is bound to act on infractions of the ordinances, to enforce the ordinances and protect the
rights of all its residents. Changes to OMP Zoning Ordinances can be made, but only through a step-by-step Public involved process.
This cannot and should not be taken lightly as there has been historically, and continues to be, intentional planning in all progress of
our Peninsula.

NOTE: The Master Plan for our Peninsula was originally created, with extensive public engagement, in 1968

with a focus on agriculture and natural resources. Zoning Ordinances were written and established from this

document but have since been reviewed, again involving extensive public engagement, resulting in many
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updated and adopted amendments. (Key dates and Milestones: 1972, 1974, 1983, 1990s, 2002, 2004, 2011,

2016-2021 & 2024)

I want to thank all Peninsula Township Personnel, for doing your job of enforcing the compliance of our Zoning Ordinances.
1 appreciate that you are protecting the rights of all OMP residents!

My concern is: How is it that the WOMP Wineries, who call themselves reputable, have no self-governance to neither
follow the long established rules, regulations and ordinances nor have any sensitivity to their neighbors’ rights? If the Wineries are
truly interested in our Peninsula Community, as they say they are, they would be making decisions based on the rights of us all.



Becﬂ Chown

From: Deb Crowe <croweintc@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 9:02 PM
To: Becky Chown

Subject: WOMP's proposal

Dear Peninsula Township Board,

It has come to my attention that finally, someone’s FOIA request was successful, and that the WOMP wineries
proposed 2020 agreement is now posted on your website. | can see why WOMP wanted to keep this
“settlement” out of the public's eye for all these years because the wineries didn’t seem to compromise on
anything. Thank you, 2020 Township Board members, for voting no. Since the wineries have again asked that
their “new" proposal be kept hidden from the public, I imagine that their demands are no more palatable than
those they made in their original lawsuit. They also continue to hold the 49 million dollar damages award as a
threat over the Peninsula Township board and property owners. If they don't get what they want, they will call
in the damages award. The 49 million dollars is still an unbelievable dollar award, especially when you
consider how many bottles of wine they’d have to sell, and how many events and people the wineries would
have to host to clear that sum as profits over a 3 year period. However the 203 million demand and the 49
million dollar award are very believable blueprints for the expansive commercial entertainment and tourism
activity that the WOMP wineries plan to bring to our quiet agricultural and residential community. Please stay
the course and continue to demand to bring WOMP’s new proposal and the negotiations into public view. That
would build trust on all fronts. Thank you for reaching out to the wineries to pursue a path to a reasonable
settlement that can preserve our peace and quiet, while allowing the wineries to prosper.

Respectfully,

Deborah Crowe
782 Neahtawanta Rd



Becky Chown

From: Glenn Wolff <glennwolff@mac.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 7, 2025 11:13 PM
To: Becky Chown

Subject: Thank you

Dear Township Board Members,

Like many of my Old Mission Peninsula neighbors | hope, | am writing to thank you for your ongoing
service to our community. Serving on our town board is always important, but during recent years your
wise actions around the Lawsuit by WOMP are particularly appreciated.

Your combined effort to pursue dialogue with the wineries while also preparing for a potential appealis
the best approach. And | appreciate that you will be attempting to both shield us from financial damages
and to shape a future that is good for both residents and wineries.

Please continue your admirable efforts.

Sincerely,

Glenn Wolff



Becky Chown

From: Todd Wilson <magua@acegroup.cc>

Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 8:50 AM

To: Becky Chown

Subject: Thanks for you efforts on behalf of the community
Becky Chown,

| want to thank the township board for supporting the residents and honoring our master plan despite winery and WOMP
surrogate efforts to discredit your service. WOMP's deceptive attempt to bypass zoning and transition agriculturatly zoned
properties into commercial districts would greatly increase noise, traffic, and inebriated drivers in our small agricultural and
residential peninsula. Moreover, it would greatly increase competition with present legitimate restaurant, bar, and event
businesses in our township-perhaps driving some out of business entirely. There have been years of special use concessions
made to the wineries that were transparent, consensus based allowances tailored to each winery as community input and the
unique circumstances were carefully considered. That is how wineries used to work with their neighbors to establish more
agritourism opportunities. Now they have banded together to pick our pockets-initially seeking over two hundred million
dollars ($203,000,000) for a 3 yr period of alleged tost business damages (now reduced to around $50,000,000-thanks to the
township board and community based efforts).

While | support agritourism opportunities for all farmers, those numbers confirm the outlandish extent to which the wineries
want to expand their traffic and noise-essentially daily events and often multiple at all wineries all year on top of currently
allowed uses. Moreover, | understand they want to reduce acreage requirements-allowing for more winery/event centers. We
all better like the Macarena, Rock Lobster, and the Chicken Dance songs as this music will be in frequent rotation late into the
evening if the winery demands are unopposed. | live miles from any winery and | can sometimes hear events staged during the
day across Bowers Harbor.

Thanks for trying to negotiate directly and return transparency to the process while winery lawyers pursue obfuscation of the
winery demands {now available on the township website-thanks to a FOIA request) and extortion-the threat of collecting on
their damages. The best course forward is to continue your attempts to return to neighborly negotiations, counter WOMP’s
outrageous settlement demands, and simultaneously seek an appeal as much remains to be potentially overturned. |
understand that similar community based resistance to winery suits have been successful elsewhere.

I used to frequently visit the wineries with friends-but no more. Not until the wineries drop the inflated damages and adhere to
consensus based zoning ordinances.

Thank you all for you time and effort,

Todd Wilson
782 Neahtawanta Rd.



