PENINSULA TOWNSHIP
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 62 of 2025

PENINSULA TOWNSHIP NOISE ORDINANCE

At a meeting of the Township Board of Beninsula Township, Grand Traverse County, Michigan,

held at the Peninsula Township Hall on &g ) 93 , 2025, at 7:00 p.m., Township Board
Member Qﬁﬁm i moved to _agpt the following ordinance, which motion was
AN

seconded by Township Board Member _\Q(\_x

s

An ordinance to secure the public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens
of Peninsula Township, Grand Traverse County, Michigan, by the regulation and
prohibition of certain noise within the township, the exemption of certain noises
Jfrom the ordinance prohibitions, and the designation of civil infractions and civil
penalties for violations of the ordinance.

PENINSULA TOWNSHIP, GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:

Section 1: Title.

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Peninsula Township Noise Ordinance.

Section 2: Definitions. As used in this ordinance:

A,

B.

“Plainly audible” means any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided
hearing faculties.

“Noise disturbance” means any sound that unreasonably annoys or disturbs a person of
normal sensitivities, endangers or injures the safety or health of humans or animals,
unreasonably disrupts the reasonable conduct of basic human activities such as conversing
or sleeping, or endangers or injures real or personal property.

Section 3: Anti-Noise Regulations.

A. General Regulation: No person, firm, or corporation shall cause, create, continue, or assist

in creating any noise disturbance; or as an owner, lessee, or occupant of the property on
which the activity is located, permit the continuation of any noise disturbance if said noise
disturbance is within their control.

Specific Violations: The following noises and disturbances are hereby declared to be a
violation of this ordinance but are not thereby to be construed to exclude other violations
of this ordinance not specifically enumerated:

1. Amplified Sounds and Musical Instruments: The playing of any radio,

television, speaker, loudspeaker, stereo system, media player, phonograph, or other
electronic or mechanical sound-producing device, including any musical

1



instrument, in such a manner or with such volume as to create a noise disturbance.
A noise disturbance shall be presumed where the any radio, television, speaker,
loudspeaker, stereo system, media player, phonograph, or other electronic or
mechanical sound-producing device, including any musical instrument, is operated
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. and is plainly audible on property
other than that from which the sound is being emitted.

2. Yelling and Vocal Noises: Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, singing, or
creating other vocal noises in such a manner or with such volume as to create a
noise disturbance.

3. Animals: The keeping of any animal, bird, or fowl that emanates frequent or
extended noise so as to create a noise disturbance, such as allowing or permitting
any dog to bark repeatedly in an area where such barking is plainly audible on
property other than that from which the sound is being emitted.

4, Construction: The construction, excavation, demolition, alteration, or repair of
any building or premises, earth moving, tree cutting, or chipping operations in any
part of the township, including the streets and highways, in such a manner as to
create a noise disturbance, other than between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday and between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday, except in cases of urgent necessity in the interests of public
health and safety. In such case, a permit shall be obtained from the township
supervisor or person authorized by the supervisor that shall limit the periods that
the activity may continue.

5. Loading or Unloading: The loading or unloading any vehicle or trailer or the
opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates, and containers in such a manner as
to create a noise disturbance.

6. Motor Vehicle: The operation of any automobile, motorcycle, snowmobile, or
other vehicle as to result in loud grating, grinding, rattling, screeching, exhaust, or
other noise that would create a noise disturbance.

7. Machinery, Equipment, or Mechanical Devices: The operation of any
machinery, equipment, or mechanical device so as to emit noise that because of
volume, frequency, or duration would create a noise disturbance.

Section 4: Exemptions.

A. None of the prohibitions contained in Section 3 shall apply to or be enforced against the
following activities:

1. Farm Operations: Any activity protected by Michigan's Right to Farm Act, Public
Act No. 93 of 1981 (MCL 286.471 et seq.).



2. Emergency Vehicles: Any police vehicles, ambulance, fire engine, or other emergency
vehicle while engaged in ordinary and customary activities related to preserving the
public health and safety.

3. Warning Signals: Noises emitted from warning devices for the purpose of notifying
individuals or the public at large as authorized by law.

4. Road Construction and Utility Management: Excavation or repair of streets,
highways, bridges, or any utility management or work done by or on behalf of
Peninsula Township, the County of Grand Traverse, the State of Michigan, or a public
utility.

5. Snmow Removal: Snow blowers and other snow removal equipment operated by the
township, the County of Grand Traverse, or the State of Michigan. Privately owned
and operated snow blowers and other snow removal equipment shall be exempt if
engaged in the removal of snow, if the equipment is in good working order, and if
reasonable precautions are taken to minimize disruptions to the public.

6. Lawn Maintenance: Customary lawn maintenance equipment for residential use, such
as lawn mowers, string trimmers, leaf blowers, and chain saws, if the equipment is in
good working order and is being used during customary and reasonable hours.

7. Firearms: Noise emanating from the discharge of firearms, provided that such
discharge is done in a lawful manner as authorized by Michigan law or local ordinance.

8. Heating and Cooling Equipment: Noise emanating from properly functioning heat
pumps, air conditioners, and similar equipment.

Section 5: Violations.

A. Determination of Violation. The initial determination of whether any noise violates the
prohibitions of this ordinance shall be made by an authorized enforcement officer.
Authorized enforcement officers include the Township Code Enforcement Officer,
Township Supervisor and Township Zoning Administrator, and law enforcement officers
of the Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s Office, Michigan State Police, or Michigan DNR
Enforcement Division.

B. Municipal Civil Infraction. Any person or entity that violates any provision of this
ordinance shall be deemed responsible for a municipal civil infraction and shall be subject
to a civil fine established by resolution of the Peninsula Township Board as well as the
township’s costs and attorney fees as provided by law. Every day that a violation continues
to exist shall constitute a separate violation. In addition to civil infractions and civil
penalties, this ordinance may be enforced by a civil action against an alleged violator for
injunctive relief authorized under law. Municipal civil infractions may be issued by any
authorized enforcement officer:



C. Nuisance Per Se; Other Remedies. Violations of this ordinance shall constitute a nuisance
per se. In addition to the penalties provided above, this ordinance may also be enforced by
suit for injunction, damages, or other appropriate legal action.

Section 6: Severability.

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any part is declared
invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of the
ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 7: Repeal.

This ordinance shall specifically repeal Ordinance No. 40, as amended. Any other ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed, except that this ordinance
shall not be construed to repeal any provision of the Peninsula Township Zoning Ordinance.

Section 8: Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective within thirty days following its publication.

Roll Call:

veas: Qi Q&\\M&m\« @\k\\ﬁx\\w\@ . Q\“\N\\ NM

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION

I, Rebecca Chown, clerk of Peninsula Township, do hereby certify that the foregoingds a true and
accurate copy of Ordinance No. 62 adopted by Peninsula Township on the (\i{i\_ m
2025. A summary of the ordinance was %uly puglished in the Record-Eagle newspaper, which
circulates within Peninsula Township, on \f , 2025. Within 1 week after such
publication, I recorded the ordinance in a book of ordinances kept by me for that purpose, including
the date of passage of the ordinance, the names of the members of the township board voting, and

how each member voted. IQ% an attested copy of the ordinance with the Grand Traverse County
clerk on , 2025,
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