EPIC = MRA

4710 W. Saginaw Highway
Suite 2C

Lansing, MI 48917

P: 517-886-0860

E: info@epicmra.com

W: www.epicmra.com

= Educational
= Political

= Industrial

= Consumer

= Market
= Research
= Analysis

Peninsula Township Phone and
Online Survey Report on

Important Local Issues

Executive Summary and

Demographic Analysis

November 2025


mailto:info@epicmra.com
http://www.epicmra.com/

Contents
METHODOLOGY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS

Peninsula Township Direction - Q.6...........ccccovvrererrerrerienrennn.
Top Reasons For Saying Wrong Track - Q.7........ccceuevveuene.
Peninsula Township Goals - Q.8 t0 Q.14.........cccovvrrrerrrrrnnnen.
Rating Peninsula Township Services - Q.15 to Q.18.............
Satisfaction With Township Services - Q.19t0 Q.23............

Peninsula Township Ordinance Enforcement - Q.24 t0 Q.28 ......c.oveveuerrerereererereeeireeesnnnns

Taxes For Increased Enforcement - Q. 29 ..........ccceveverrneeee.

Township Funding And How To Pay For It - Q.30 and Q.3

General Law V. Charter Township Status - Phone - Q.32....
Tax Increase To Fund Improvements - Q.33.........ccccoevveuueee

Lo

Opinion On Commercial Activities On Farms - Q.34 t0 Q.38.......cooevrrerriernnerneerersennenns

Farm Activities If Scaled Based On Acreage - Q.39..............
Additional Lighthouse Traffic - Q.40.........c.cccovverrrerrrrrennn.
Millage Increase To Fund Road Upgrades - Q41 ................
BIUff ROad - Q.42 ...t

Ordinance To Regulate Boats, Docks, Hoists And RVs - Q.43 ...

Relaxation Of Lodging Restrictions - Q.44 ...........cc.ccccvvuerenne.
Relaxed Restrictions On Short-Term Rentals - Q.45.............
Importance Of Township Parks - Q.46 ...........ccccoevrerrrenrennen.

Property Tax Increase To Provide More Parks Funding - Q.47 .......cccocvevevinineneenencnennee.

Top Park Improvements - Q.48 and Q.49..........ccccoevvrvrreennnes

Property Tax Increase To Fund A New Fire Station - Q.50
Using Township Funds To Pay For Legal Expenses - Q.51
SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS

20

20
24
25
26
29
30
31
33
36
38

45
47
49
51
53
55
57
60
62

66
68
70



METHODOLOGY

EPIC » MRA administered live telephone interviews with 200 residents of Peninsula
Township. The interviews were conducted using live operator telephone interviewers, with 71
percent of all interviews conducted via cell phone. The survey was conducted from September 12
through September 19, 2025.

An online survey was also conducted from September 29 through October 13, 2025, with
1,305 Peninsula Township residents participating in the survey

Respondents for the interviews were randomly selected from records of Peninsula Township
residents age 18 or older who had commercial landline and/or cell phone telephone numbers
available. The sample was stratified so that every geographic area of Peninsula Township was
represented in the sample according to its contribution to the adult population of the Township.

For the online survey, our internal voter database of all registered voters, as well as a file
provided by the Township Assessors Office, was used to invite all Township residents to participate
online or request a paper questionnaire to fill out.

Generally, in interpreting survey results, all surveys are subject to error; that is, the results of
the survey may differ from those which would have been obtained if the entire population was
interviewed. Sampling error depends on the total number of respondents asked a specific question.
The table on the next page represents the sampling error for different percentage distributions of
responses based on sample sizes.

For example, when all phone survey respondents were asked if they support or oppose a tax
increase of 3 quarters of a mill increase to fund $600,000 in upgrades per year, a bare 50% majority
of all survey respondents said they support the proposed tax increase (Q.33). As indicated in the chart
that follows, this percentage would have a sampling error of plus or minus 6.9 points; meaning that
with repeated sampling, it is very likely (95 out of every 100 times), that the percentage for the entire
population would fall between 43.1 percent and 56.9 percent, hence 50 percent +6.9 points.

In another example using the same question (Q.33), a 49% near-majority of online survey
respondents said they would oppose the proposed tax increase, with 44% saying they support it. With
1,305 respondents participating in the online survey, the 49% result opposed to a tax increase would
have a sampling error of 2.9 points, meaning that with repeated sampling, it is very likely (95 out of
every 100 times), that the percentage for the entire population would fall between 46.5 percent and
51.5 percent, hence 49 percent +2.5 points.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A 55% majority of survey respondents said that Peninsula Township is seriously going off
on the wrong track, with 24% saying the Township is headed in the right direction, with 21%
undecided. This represents a complete reversal on this question from the results of the survey
conducted in 2019 when 61% said Peninsula Township is headed in the right direction, only 16%
saying the Township is off on the wrong track, with 23% undecided.

In the online survey, a 59% solid majority said the Township is headed off on the wrong
track, 27% saying the Township is headed in the right direction, with 14% undecided.

When respondents to the phone survey saying the Township is off on the wrong track in
the current survey were asked to describe — in an open-ended question — “why” they felt that way,
47% cited the “lawsuit,” 11% mentioned the “Township Board,” 10% said it was “poor
leadership/poorly managed,” 8% cited “government overreach /overregulation,” 6% cited
“overpopulation/growth,” with 5% citing “zoning enforcement.”

When respondents to the online survey who said the Township is off on the wrong track
were asked the same question, 32% cited the “lawsuit,” 16% cited “government overreach/
overregulation,” 7% cited “not progressive/forward-thinking,” 6% said “communication/do not
listen to residents,” 5% cited “poor leadership/poorly managed, 5% cited “overpopulation/
growth,” 5% cited “too many restrictions on residents,” 4% saying “lack of farmer protection/
support,” 3% said “Township Board,” with 3% saying “favoritism to wealthy/legacy families/

special interests, and other responses cited by 2% or less.

When asked in the phone survey how important seven different goals are when
considered in the future by Peninsula Township:
e A 96% overwhelming majority of respondents said it is important (87% very important) to
provide for the “preservation of natural shoreline and water quality.”
o A 95% overwhelming majority also said it is important (69% very important) to address
the goal of “preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape.”
o A 94% overwhelming majority of respondents said it is important (71% very important) to

address the goal of “protecting views of the bays, farmland and open spaces.”



e An 87% solid majority said it is important (55% very important) to address “controlling
traffic volume.”

e An 82% solid majority said it is important (36% very important) to be “encouraging local
economic development.”

e A 71% majority said it is important (25% very important) to be “providing improved
public access to the bays.”

e Finally, only 41% said it is important (8% very important) to be “expanding land and

housing development opportunities.”

When asked in the online survey how important the same seven goals are when
considered in the future by Peninsula Township:
o A 93% overwhelming majority said it is important (76% very important) to provide for the
“preservation of natural shoreline and water quality.”
o A 93% overwhelming majority said it is important (64% very important) to address the
goal of “preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape.”

o A 91% overwhelming majority of respondents also said it is important (66% very
important) to address the goal of “protecting views of the bays, farmland and open
spaces.”

o An 79% solid majority said it is important (47% very important) to address “controlling
traffic volume.”

o An 73% solid majority said it is important (31% very important) to be “encouraging local
economic development.”

o A 60% majority said it is important (21% very important) to be “providing improved
public access to the bays.”

o Finally, only 31% of respondents said it is important (7% very important) to be

“expanding land and housing development opportunities.”

The order of results in both the phone and online surveys were the same. Moreover, these
findings are consistent with the opinions of respondents saying the Township is off on the wrong

track because of government overreach/overregulation, as well as overpopulation and growth.



Phone survey respondents were also asked how they would rate the job Peninsula
Township is doing on several specific services. While a majority may believe the Township is off
on the wrong track:

¢ A 91% overwhelming majority offered a positive job rating, including a 55% excellent
rating, for providing “fire protection and emergency services.”

¢ An 80% solid majority offered a positive job rating (31% excellent) for providing “parks
facilities.”

o A 79% solid majority offered a positive job rating (32% excellent) for “police protection
and traffic enforcement.”

e However, a 51% narrow majority of respondents offered a negative job rating (26% poor)
for “zoning enforcement including noise and building codes,” 37% offering a positive job

rating (7% excellent), with 12% undecided.

When online survey respondents were asked how they would rate the job Peninsula
Township is doing on the same services:
o A 91% overwhelming majority of respondents offered a positive job rating, including a
56% excellent rating, for providing “fire protection and emergency services.”
o An 82% solid majority offered a positive job rating (32% excellent) for providing “parks
facilities.”
o A 79% solid majority offered a positive job rating (26% excellent) for “police protection
and traffic enforcement.”
o As with the phone survey, a 47% plurality of the online survey offered a negative job

rating (23% poor) for “zoning enforcement including noise and building codes,” 41%

offering a positive job rating (7% excellent), with 12% undecided.

Responses of both the phone and online surveys rated the services in the same order, and

two were by the same percentages.



Phone survey respondents were asked how satisfied they are with Peninsula Township

actions in a number of areas:

A 73% solid majority of respondents said they were satisfied (29% very satisfied) with
“access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information.”

A 60% majority of respondents said they were satisfied (19% very satisfied) with
“communication with Township residents about community issues,” 34% said they were
dissatisfied in this area (19% very dissatisfied), with 6% undecided.

A 57% majority said they were satisfied (21% very satisfied) with “responsiveness of
staft,” 28% were dissatisfied (15% very dissatisfied), with 15% undecided.

A 51% narrow majority of respondents said they were dissatisfied (29% very dissatisfied)
with the “financial management™ of the Township, 39% were satisfied (9% very satisfied),
with 10% undecided.

A 52% narrow majority said they were dissatisfied (31% very dissatisfied) with
“transparency of Township actions,” 42% were satisfied (14% very satisfied), with 6%

undecided.

Online survey respondents were asked the same five questions about their satisfaction

with Peninsula Township actions:

A 78% solid majority said they were satisfied (30% very satisfied) with “access to
information, such as property records, tax info and other information.”

A 56% majority said they were satisfied (21% very satisfied) with the “responsiveness of
staff, ” 32% were dissatisfied (16% very dissatisfied), with 12% undecided.

A 52% narrow majority said they were satisfied (16% very satisfied) with
“communication with Township residents about community issues,” 42% said they were
dissatisfied in this area (19% very dissatisfied), with 6% undecided.

A 51% narrow majority said they were dissatisfied (29% very dissatisfied) with the
“transparency of Township actions,” 43% were satisfied (12% very satisfied), with 6%
undecided.

A 56% majority said they were dissatisfied (29% very dissatisfied) with ‘‘financial
management,” 35% were satisfied (8% very satisfied), with 9% undecided.



While phone survey respondents were most to least satisfied with access to information,
communication with residents, and responsiveness of staff, with majorities least to most
dissatisfied with financial management and transparency of Township actions, online respondents
were most to least satisfied with access to information, responsiveness of staff, and
communication with Township residents, while majorities were least to most dissatisfied with
transparency of Township actions and financial management.

Phone survey respondents were asked if the level of enforcement of a variety of Township
ordinances should be increased, decreased or if enforcement should remain about the same:

e When asked about enforcement of short term property rentals, 44% of respondents said
enforcement should remain about the same, 24% said enforcement should be increased
(15% a lot), 28% said enforcement should be decreased (14% a lot), with 4% undecided.

e When asked about shoreline regulations, 46% of respondents said enforcement should
remain about the same, 21% said it should be increased (10% a lot), 26% said it should be
decreased (14% a lot), with 7% undecided.

e When asked about land use, 43% of respondents said enforcement should remain about
the same, 17% said it should be increased (8% a lot), 33% said it should be decreased
(12% a lot), with 7% undecided.

e On the issue of noise, 60% of respondents said enforcement should remain about the
same, 14% said enforcement should be increased (7% a lot), 24% said it should be
decreased (7% a lot), with 2% undecided.

e On the issue of signage, 67% of respondents said enforcement should remain about the
same, 12% said enforcement should be increased (4% a lot), 19% said it should be

decreased (6% a lot), with 2% undecided.

Among phone survey respondents who said enforcement should be increased on any of the
issues listed, a 59% solid majority said they were undecided about whether they would support or
oppose a tax increase to pay for increased enforcement, 20% said they would support a tax
increase (11% strongly), and 21% said they would oppose a tax increase (17% strongly). Clearly,

survey respondents did not have enough information about a tax increase proposal to make an



informed decision about the question. They would need to know the tax amount to be levied, the

repayment term, much would be paid by homeowners and specifically for what purpose.

Online survey respondents were asked the same questions, but offered somewhat different

responses.

When asked about enforcement of short term property rentals, 33% of respondents said
enforcement should remain about the same, 35% said enforcement should be increased
(19% a lot), 26% said enforcement should be decreased (13% a lot), with 6% undecided.
On the issue of noise, 39% said enforcement should remain about the same, 31% said
enforcement should be increased (14% a lot), 24% said it should be decreased (8% a lot),
with 6% undecided.

When asked about shoreline regulations, 35% said enforcement should remain about the
same, 30% said it should be increased (15% a lot), 29% said it should be decreased (16%
a lot), with 6% undecided.

When asked about land use, 32% said enforcement should remain about the same, 29%
said it should be increased (12% a lot), 32% said it should be decreased (14% a lot), with
7% undecided.

On the issue of signage, 54% said enforcement should remain about the same, 21% said
enforcement should be increased (8% a lot), 19% said it should be decreased (8% a lot),
with 6% undecided.

Among online phone survey respondents who said enforcement should be increased on

any of the issues listed, a 53% majority said they oppose a tax increase to pay for increased

enforcement (38% strongly), 34% said they support a tax increase (10% strongly), with 13%

undecided. Clearly, online survey respondents felt they had enough information to make a

decision about a tax increase, unlike phone survey respondents. It is also important to note that

38% of online respondents were strongly opposed to a tax increase to provide increased

enforcement.



All survey respondents were informed that more than $22 million dollars in taxes are

collected annually by Peninsula Township, but the Township itself only receives about $600,000

for government operations, with the rest going to schools, the County Road Commission and

other services mostly provided outside of Township boundaries. The Township also receives

about $600,000 from state government, but that varies from year to year. Because of increasing

costs and demands by residents for increased services, Peninsula Township has been operating at

a deficit for several years. Phone survey respondents were asked, given that additional funding is

needed to maintain or improve Township services, including zoning enforcement, parks, public

buildings, fire and police services, which of three approaches they would support the most. Phone

survey respondents offered the following:

38% of phone survey respondents said they support reducing Township spending on
services to provide increased funding.

35% of phone survey respondents said they support starting to charge new fees or increase
existing fees for certain services such as building permits, zoning infractions, parking at
township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or public beach access.

12% of respondents said they would support an increase in property taxes to provide
increased funding for Township operations and services.

13% of respondents volunteered that they oppose all of the options.

When asked about their second choice, phone survey respondents offered the following:
37% of respondents said they support charging new fees or an increase in existing fees for
services.

27% of respondents said they support reducing Township spending on services to provide
increased funding.

16% of respondents said they would support an increase in property taxes

4% of respondents volunteered that they oppose all of the options.
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Taken together, 36% of phone survey respondents support charging new fees or an
increase in existing fees for services, 33% support reducing Township spending to provide
increased funding, 14% of respondents support an increase in property taxes to provide increased
funding, 9% volunteered they oppose all three options, with 8% undecided.

Online survey respondents were asked the same questions, and offered the following:

o 30% of online survey respondents said they support starting to charge new fees or
increase existing fees for certain services such as building permits, zoning infractions,
parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or public beach access.

o 29% of online survey respondents said they support reducing Township spending on
services to provide increased funding.

o [2% of online respondents said they would support an increase in property taxes to
provide increased funding for Township operations and services.

o 21% of online respondents volunteered that they oppose all of the options.

When asked about their second choice, online respondents offered the following:
o 28% of online respondents said they support charging new fees or an increase in existing
fees for services.
o 27% of respondents said they support reducing Township spending on services to provide
increased funding.
o [5% of respondents said they would support an increase in property taxes

o 26% of online respondents volunteered that they oppose all of the options.

Taken together, 29% of online respondents support charging new fees or an increase in
existing fees for services, 28% support reducing Township spending to provide increased funding,
14% of support an increase in property taxes to provide increased funding, 23% volunteered they

oppose all three options, with 6% undecided.
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After phone survey respondents heard information about the difference between general
law townships and charter townships, including the fact that all other area Townships have
already adopted charter township status, 68% of respondents said they want to continue as a
general law township, 16% said they want to change to charter township status, 11% volunteered
that they need more information to decide, with 5% undecided.

It appears that opinions expressed about the direction of, and other concerns about, the
Township may have influenced respondents to not want to provide more authority to the
Township board on the issue of taxes without a vote of the people.

After online survey respondents read information about the difference between general
law townships and charter townships, including the fact that all other area Townships have
already adopted charter township status, 50% of respondents said they want to continue as a
general law township, 14% said they want to change to charter township status, 31% volunteered
that they need more information to decide, with 5% undecided.

As with the phone survey, opinions expressed about the direction of the Township and
other concerns, respondents to not want to provide more authority at this time to the Township

board on the issue of taxes without a vote of the people.

All respondents were informed that for many years, Peninsula Township has been able to
supplement its budget with revenue from the Cable Council and Tower Fund, both of which are in
decline and are expected to be phased out within 20 years. A 2023 review of Peninsula Township
finances found that the Township needs at least $600,000 more per year to maintain the roads,
parks and facilities, to hire more zoning enforcement staff, and building funding reserves for
emergencies. To provide that amount of funding, respondents were informed that a property tax
millage rate increase from 0.62 mills to 1.38 mills, or 3 quarters of a mill increase, would be
needed, costing homeowners for every $100,000 in market value and $50,000 in taxable value,
$76 more per year or $6.33 per month.

A bare 50% majority of phone survey respondents said they support a property tax
increase of that amount (30% strongly), 45% said they oppose the tax increase (37% strongly),
with 5% undecided. When this level of information is provided about a potential tax increase,
phone survey respondents were willing and able to make a more informed decision with very few

undecided respondents.
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Among online survey respondents, a 49% plurality said they oppose a tax increase of that

amount (35% strongly), 44% said they support the tax increase (15% strongly), with 7%

undecided. Even with a greater level of information provided about a potential tax increase which

online respondents were able to read, online survey respondents were NOT willing to support a

tax increase to provide increased funding for Township improvements.

Survey respondents were then informed about a variety of challenges facing farmers and

asked if they would support or oppose relaxing ordinance restrictions on any of several

commercial activities on agricultural zoned land that were listed. Phone survey respondents

offered the following opinions:

A 93% nearly unanimous majority of phone survey respondents said they support relaxed
restrictions on farmers’ markets (75% strong support).

An 82% majority of phone survey respondents said they support relaxed restrictions on
farm-related recreational activities, such as corn mazes, hayrides, yoga classes, saunas and
other similar activities (56% strong support).

64% of phone survey respondents said they support meal service using ingredients NOT
produced on the land (36% strong support).

A 53% narrow majority of phone survey respondents said they support large events, such
as concerts, entertainment events, wedding receptions, reunions and parties (35% strong
support), with 43% opposed (36% strongly opposed).

A 52% narrow majority of phone survey respondents said they OPPOSE overnight
camping on farms (39% strongly), with 42% saying they support camping on farms (16%
strong support) and 6% undecided.

Online survey respondents offered the following opinions:

An 89% solid majority of online survey respondents said they support relaxed restrictions
on farmers’ markets (64% strong support).

A 78% majority of online survey respondents said they support relaxed restrictions on
farm-related recreational activities, such as corn mazes, hayrides, yoga classes, saunas

and other similar activities (42% strong support).
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e 60% of online survey respondents said they support meal service using ingredients NOT
produced on the land (36% strong support).

o A 47% plurality of online respondents said they support large events, such as concerts,
entertainment events, wedding receptions, reunions and parties (22% strong support),
with a tie of 47% opposed (34% strongly opposed).

o A 50% bare majority of online survey respondents said they OPPOSE overnight camping
on farms (30% strongly), with 41% saying they support camping on farms (16% strong
support) and 9% undecided.

All respondents were asked if they would be more or less likely to support the activities on
farms that were described if the amount and intensity of use was scaled based on the acreage of
the land, with larger farms having greater relaxation of restrictions, and smaller farms having
lesser relaxation of restrictions.

With a scaled policy based on the size of farms, 44% of phone survey respondents said
they would be more likely to support the activities described (15% much more likely), 21%
volunteered that a scaled approach wouldn’t influence them, 31% said they would be less likely to
support the activities described (22% much less likely), with 4% undecided.

With a scaled policy based on the size of farms, 27% of online survey respondents said
they would be more likely to support the activities described (8% much more likely), 40%
volunteered that a scaled approach wouldn't influence them, 24% said they would be less likely to
support the activities described (15% much less likely), with 9% undecided.

All respondents were informed that through merchandise sales, admission tickets and
guest lighthouse keeper fees, visitors to the Lighthouse generate a net revenue to the Township of
$24,000 per year. Because the Lighthouse is aggressively promoted to tourists visiting the area, it
generates a great deal of traffic on area roadways, but it also attracts tourists who patronize
businesses in the Township. They were then asked if they feel that the additional road traffic
generated by visits to the Lighthouse is justified because of its positive economic benefit to the

Township and visitors that patronize businesses, or not.
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An overwhelming 85% of phone survey respondents said that additional road traffic is
justified, 14% said that additional road traffic is NOT justified, with 1% undecided.

A 69% majority of online survey respondents said that additional road traffic is justified,
19% said that additional road traffic is NOT justified, with 12% undecided.

All survey respondents were asked: “If the Township were able to provide an increase in
road improvements and maintenance by directly providing Township funding, which is not
currently provided, would you support or oppose a millage increase in property taxes to provide
funding for needed upgrades to our roads?”

A 48% plurality of phone survey respondents said they would support a millage increase
for this purpose, with 48% saying they would oppose it. However, it is important to note that 39%
strongly oppose a millage increase, while just 21% strongly support an increase. It is also
important to note that this question did not specify the amount of tax increase that would be
levied, how much funding would be raised to improve the roads, and what improvements could be
made. If that information were included, there may have been more support for a tax increase to
improve Township roads.

A 53% narrow majority of online survey respondents said they would oppose a millage
increase for this purpose, with 37% saying they would oppose it. Again, it is important to note
that 34% of online respondents strongly oppose a millage increase, while just 8% strongly
support an increase. As with the phone survey, it is important to note that this question did not
specify the amount of tax increase that would be levied, how much funding would be raised to
improve the roads, and what improvements could be made. If that information were included in

the question, there may have been more support for a tax increase to improve Township roads.

All respondents were told that: “A portion of Bluff Road was washed out by the
combination of high level waters and the interior ponding of runoff leading to ground saturation
several years ago. Grand Traverse County, which owns the road, has thus far refused to repair the
road due to the high cost, estimated to be more than $2 million. As a result, one of only three
north-south thoroughfares in the Township has been eliminated, residents living on the road are

isolated and cut off, and emergency response to residents on the road have been negatively
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impacted.” They were then asked if they think that Bluff Road should be left as is without being
repaired, which would NOT cost Township taxpayers, or if they thought the Township should
offer to pay 50% of the cost of just over $1 million to repair the road, which would be funded by a

property tax increase for all Township residents?

A 45% plurality of phone survey respondents said that Bluff Road should be left as is
without repairing the road, 38% said that the Township should pay 50% of the cost of repair by
increasing taxes on all Township residents, with 17% undecided. This is another example of a
question about taxes that did not specify the amount of tax increase required and how much
homeowners would pay. If more specific information were provided in the question, there may
have been more support for a tax increase to pay for the repair of Bluff Road.

A 49% plurality of online survey respondents said that Bluff Road should be left as is
without repairing the road, 25% said that the Township should pay 50% of the cost of repair by
increasing taxes on all Township residents, with 26% undecided. As with the phone survey, if
more information about a tax increase were provided, including the amount of tax increase
required and how much homeowners would pay, there may have been more support for a tax

increase to pay for the repair of Bluff Road.

Survey respondents were told that many Township residents store their boats, docks,
hoists and recreational vehicles on the shore or near roads during the off-season. Some residents
find this type of storage to be unsightly and, in some cases, dangerous. They were then asked if
they would support or oppose establishing an ordinance that would address safety concerns by
regulating the storage of boats, RVs, docks, and other similar equipment?

A 56% solid majority of phone survey respondents said they oppose establishing an
ordinance (51% strongly oppose it), 43% support it (30% strongly), with only 1% undecided.

A 59% solid majority of online survey respondents said they oppose establishing an
ordinance (44% strongly oppose it), 31% support it (15% strongly), with 10% undecided.

All respondents were informed that currently, overnight lodging is available at a small

number of inns and owner-occupied bed and breakfast establishments. Short-term rentals under



16

30 days, such as those through Airbnb, are not currently allowed. They were then asked if they
support or oppose the relaxation of lodging restrictions specifically on agriculturally zoned land?

A 52% narrow majority of phone survey respondents said they oppose the relaxation of
restrictions (43% strongly), 45% said they support the proposal (27% strongly), with 3%
undecided.

A 50% bare majority of online survey respondents said they oppose the relaxation of
restrictions (36% strongly), 41% said they support the proposal (18% strongly), with 9%
undecided.

When all survey respondents were asked if they support or oppose relaxed restrictions in
short-term rental options if they were put in place in their own neighborhood, a solid 66% of
phone survey respondents said they oppose the idea (60% strongly), 31% support it (16%
strongly), with 3% undecided.

Among online survey respondents, a solid 63% of respondents said they oppose the idea

(52% strongly), 28% said they support it (12% strongly), with 9% undecided.

After hearing that Peninsula Township owns or manages nearly 870 acres of parkland,
including natural trails, recreational facilities and historic landmarks, and that usage of these parks
and facilities has significantly increased in recent years because of population growth and
increases in tourism, an 88% overwhelming majority of phone survey respondents said that
Township parks were important including 64% saying parks were very important.

Among online survey respondents, a 79% majority said that Township parks were

important, including 56% saying parks were very important.

Survey respondents were informed that most funding for parks currently comes from the
Township general fund, which is limited, making even basic maintenance a challenge. There is no
employed position in the Township responsible for parks oversight. They were then asked if they
would support or oppose paying an increase in property taxes to provide funding for improved
maintenance of our parks, needed capital improvements and a parks manager.

In this case, even though a specific tax increase amount was not cited, or how much would
be raised with a tax increase, a 60% majority of phone survey respondents said they would

support a tax increase for parks (33% strong support), 38% opposed (29% strongly opposed), with
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only 2% undecided. This level of support among phone survey respondents is clearly because of
overwhelming support for Township parks.

Among online survey respondents, there was a much different response. A 46% plurality
said they would oppose a tax increase for parks (28% strongly opposed), with 44% in support
(13% strong support), with 10% undecided. Although there is overwhelming support for parks,
that strong level of support seems to have had little influence on online respondents who narrowly

oppose a tax increase for parks.

If funding for parks was increased, the most supported uses among phone survey

respondents were:

e 31% upgrades to public restrooms.

e 27% more walking and biking trails.

o 8% dog-friendly areas.

e 8% updated playground equipment.

e 6% more accessibility features.

e 3% lighting and safety improvement.

e 3% picnic areas.

When the second choice among phone survey respondents was offered from the remaining

improvements on the same list, they included:

e 21% more walking and biking trails.

e 17% upgrades to public restrooms.

e 13% lighting and safety improvements.

e 11% updated playground equipment.

e 9% dog-friendly areas.

e 8% picnic areas.

e 4% more accessibility features.

e 3% more events or programming.

e 3% more water features.
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Taken together: 25% of respondents cited more walking and biking trails; 24% said
upgrades to public restrooms; 9% said updated playground equipment; 8% said dog-friendly
areas; 8% said lighting and safety improvement; 5% said more accessibility features; 5% cited
picnic areas; 2% said more events or programming; 1% cited more water features; 1% cited other
improvements; with 12% undecided.

If funding for parks was increased, the most supported uses among online survey

respondents were:

34% more walking and biking trails.

16% upgrades to public restrooms.

e 6% dog-friendly areas.

o 5% lighting and safety improvements.
o 4% updated playground equipment.

e 2% more accessibility features.

e 2% picnic areas.

e 2% more events or programming.

o 2% maintenance/upkeep.

When the second choice among online survey respondents was offered from the remaining

improvements on the same list, they included:

19% upgrades to public restrooms.

18% more walking and bike trails.

12% lighting and safety improvements.
o 9% picnic areas.

o 8% updated playground equipment.

o 8% dog-friendly areas.

e 5% more events or programming.

e 4% more accessibility features.

Taken together: 27% of online respondents cited more walking and biking trails; 17%
said upgrades to public restrooms; 8% said lighting and safety improvements, 7% said dog-
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friendly areas; 6% said updated playground equipment; 5% said picnic areas, 3% cited more

accessibility features, 3% said more events or programming,; with 14% undecided.

Survey respondents were informed that the Township’s fire station in Mapleton lacks
appropriate facilities for overnight staffing, including separate female sleeping facilities,
sufficient training space, as well as enough space for larger more modern vehicles. Replacement
of the fire station with an updated facility will require a millage increase that, unlike other tax
increases that can be approved by a vote of the Township board rather than requiring voter
approval in an election. They were then asked if they would support or oppose a tax increase of 4
tenths of a mill, which for every $100,000 in assessed property value would cost homeowners $40
more per year, or $3.33 per month.

A solid 62% a majority of phone survey respondents said they would support a tax
increase to replace the fire station (42% strong support), 36% said they would oppose the
proposal (29% strongly oppose), with only 2% undecided.

Online survey respondents also supported a tax increase to replace the fire station, but
only by a narrow 51% majority (22% strong support), 37% said they oppose a tax increase (24%
strongly), with 12% undecided.

After hearing that Peninsula Township has incurred significant legal expenses recently
defending legal challenges to its zoning ordinance requirements in court, including the winery
lawsuit, respondents were asked if they support or oppose the use of Township public funds to
defend itself and its constituents for this purpose.

A 56% majority of respondents said they oppose the use of Township public funds to
defend itself (45% strongly), 38% supports the use of public funds for that purpose (24% strongly
support it), with 6% undecided.

Online survey respondents opposed the use of Township funds for legal expenses as well,
but by a 49% plurality (40% strongly opposed), 34% supports the use of public funds for that
purpose (19% strongly), with 17% undecided.



MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS

Peninsula Township Direction - Q.6

right direction, or do you think it’s seriously going off on the wrong track? A 55% majority of
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All respondents were asked: “Overall, do you think Peninsula Township is headed in the

phone survey respondents said Peninsula Township is going off on the wrong track, 24% said the

Township is headed in the right direction, and 21% are undecided. This represents a complete

reversal in findings in the 2019 survey, when 61% said the Township is headed in the right

direction and only 16% said it is going off on the wrong track, with 23% undecided.

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

24% AV

0%
Right Direction Wrong Track Undec

Demographic groups among phone survey respondents saying Peninsula Township is seriously off on the wrong
track in percentages significantly higher than 55% included:

88%
83%

80%
79%
78%

77%

Somewhat important or not important at all in preserving the rural character and historic landscape
Dissatisfied with financial management of the Township

Decrease enforcement of land use ordinances

Dissatisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues

Dissatisfied with access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information*
Negative job rating of just fair or poor on transparency of township actions

Decrease enforcement of noise ordinances*

Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important or not important at all
Controlling traffic volume is somewhat important or not important at all



76%
74%
73%

72%

71%

69%

68%

67%

66%

65%

64%
63%
62%

61%

60%
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Expanding land and housing development opportunities is very important*

Opposes a tax increase of 3 quarters of a mill to fund needed Township improvements
Decrease enforcement of ordinances about shoreline regulations

Negative job rating of just fair or poor on parks facilities*

Age 18-34*

Men age 18-49*

Negative job rating of just fair or poor on zoning enforcement including noise and building codes
Dissatisfied with responsiveness of staff

Decrease enforcement of ordinances about short term property rentals

Undecided about what to do with Bluff Road repairs*

Opposed to a tax increase to replace the fire station

Negative job rating of just fair or poor on police protection and traffic enforcement*

Opposed to use of Township funds to pay for legal expenses

Supports relaxed restrictions on short-term rental options if put in place in your neighborhood
Opposed to a tax increase for parks

Decrease enforcement of ordinances about signage*

Employed full time

Relax restrictions on large events, like concerts, entertainment, wedding receptions, reunions and parties
Opposed to increased taxes to provide funding for the roads

Supports relaxing lodging restrictions on agriculturally zoned land

Age 18-49

Encouraging local economic development is very important

Opposes a tax increase to pay for greater enforcement for one or more issues*

Lived in Township 11 to 20 years*

Owns or manages a farm*

Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is somewhat important or not important at all *
Households with children

Opposes establishing ordinance to regulate storage of boats, RVs, docks and similar equipment
Continue as a general law township

Increase enforcement of signage ordinances*

Age 35-49*

Undecided about responsiveness of staff™

Undecided about a tax increase for greater enforcement of one or more issues

Supports relaxed restrictions on meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land.
Supports relaxed restrictions on overnight camping on farms

Leave Bluff Road as is

Additional Lighthouse traffic is justified

*=small sample size



ONLINE SURVEY:
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100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

27%

14%

0%
Right Direction Wrong Track Undec

Demographic groups among online respondents saying Peninsula Township is seriously off on the wrong track in
percentages significantly higher than 59% included:

91%
90%
89%
88%
87%
86%

85%
83%

81%

79%
77%

75%
74%

73%

Decrease enforcement of land use ordinances

Decrease enforcement of noise ordinances

Expanding land and housing development opportunities is very important

Dissatisfied with transparency of Township actions

Dissatisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues

Dissatisfied with access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information
Decrease enforcement of signage ordinances

Dissatisfied with responsiveness of staff

Decrease enforcement of shoreline regulations

Negative job rating for fire protection and emergency services

Dissatisfied with Township financial management

Opposed to the Township using public funding to pay for legal expenses

Preserving Township’s rural character and historic landscapes is somewhat important or not important
Encouraging local economic development is very important

Protecting views of the bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important or not important
Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is somewhat important or not important
Supports relaxing restrictions on large events, such as concerts, entertainment events, other on farms
Supports relaxed restrictions on short-term rental property if it were in your own neighborhood
Decrease enforcement of short-term property rentals

Opposed to a tax increase to fund needed township improvements

Households with children

Controlling traffic volume is somewhat important or not important

Negative job rating about park facilities

Opposed to a tax increase for more enforcement of ordinances

Supports the relaxation of lodging restrictions on farmland

Men age 18-49




72%

71%
70%

69%

67%
66%
65%
64%
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Owns or manages a farm

Negative job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes
Continue as a general law township

Opposed to a tax increase for a new fire station

Age 18-49

Undecided about satisfaction with access to information

Negative job rating for police protection and traffic enforcement

Undecided about job rating for fire protection and emergency services

Undecided about job rating for park facilities*

Women age 18-49

Supports relaxing restrictions on meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land
Supports relaxed restrictions on overnight camping on farms

Opposed to ordinance to regulate storage of boats, docks and other similar equipment
Opposed to a tax increase for parks

Employed full time

Opposed to a tax increase to fund needed road improvements

Undecided about job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes
Undecided about satisfaction with communication

Undecided about enforcement of noise ordinances

Leave Bluff Road as is without fixing it

Age 50-64

*=small sample size
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Top Reasons For Saying Wrong Track - Q.7

Respondents who said Peninsula Township is off on the wrong track were asked, “Why do

you think Peninsula Township is seriously going off on the wrong track? “The responses were:

ONLINE PHONE

N=751

32%
16%
7%
6%
5%
5%
5%
4%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%

N=111

47%
8%
0%
1%

10%
6%
2%
1%
11%
0%
5%
3%
2%
0%
1%
1%
0%
0%
0%
2%

Lawsuit

Government overreach — Overregulation
Not progressive/forward-thinking
Communication — Do not listen to residents
Poor leadership — Poorly managed
Overpopulation — Growth

Too many restrictions on residents

Lack of farmer protection/support
Township Board

Favoritism to wealthy/legacy families/special interests
Zoning enforcement inconsistent

Too many wineries

Wasteful spending

High taxes

Increased traffic

Roads are poor

Lack of transparency

PTP (Protect the Peninsula) interference
Slow to act — Slow to respond

Other (less than 1% each)

Please note that totals may not equal 100% due to rounding
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Peninsula Township Goals - Q.8 to Q.14

Solid to overwhelming majorities of phone respondents said 6 of the 7 goals were
important, with a 57% majority saying that “expanding land and housing development
opportunities” was not important. This opinion is consistent with responses to other questions

suggesting that Township residents are concerned about excessive growth. Ranked in terms of

importance were:
LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

TOT Very Not

96% 87% 4%  Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality.

95% 69% 4%  Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape.
94% 71% 5%  Protecting views of the bays, farmland and open spaces.

87% 55% 10% Controlling traffic volume.

82% 36% 15% Encouraging local economic development.

71%  25% 26% Providing improved public access to the bays.

41% 8%  57% Expanding land and housing development opportunities.

Solid to overwhelming majorities of online respondents said 6 of the 7 goals were
important, with a 66% majority saying that “expanding land and housing development
opportunities” was not important. Again, this opinion is consistent with responses to other

questions suggesting that Township residents are concerned about excessive growth. Ranked in

terms of importance were:
ONLINE SURVEY:

TOT Very Not

93% T76% 5% Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality.

93% 64% 6%  Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape.
91% 66% 7% Protecting views of the bays, farmland and open spaces.

79%  47% 18% Controlling traffic volume.

73% 31% 25% Encouraging local economic development.

60% 21% 37% Providing improved public access to the bays.

31% 7%  66% Expanding land and housing development opportunities.



Rating Peninsula Township Services - Q.15 to Q.18

Three of the four services received a positive job rating of 79% to 91% from phone

respondents, with “zoning enforcement including noise and building codes” getting a negative job

rating of 51%.
LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
};gg Excl. ;gé Poor
91% 55% 5% 1%  Fire protection and emergency services.
80% 31% 15% 0% Parks facilities.
79% 32% 19% 2% Police protection and traffic enforcement.
37% 7%  51% 26% Zoning enforcement including noise and building codes.

Demographic groups offering a negative job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes in
percentages significantly higher than 51% included:

100%
89%
85%
84%
81%
80%
78%
77%

76%
74%
73%
72%

70%

69%

68%
67%
66%
65%
64%
62%

61%

Age 18-34

Negative job rating on providing Township park facilities*

Men age 18-49

Decrease enforcement of shoreline regulations

Decrease enforcement of noise ordinance

Dissatisfied with access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information*
Age 18-49

Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality*

Decrease enforcement of land use ordinances

Households with children

Lived in Township 11 to 20 years*

Dissatisfied with communications with Township residents about community issues
Decrease enforcement of signage ordinances*

Expanding land and housing development opportunities is very important™®

Dissatisfied with responsiveness of staff

Employed full-time

Women age 18-49

Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape is somewhat important/not important
Controlling traffic volume is somewhat important/not important

Dissatisfied with financial management of the Township

Encouraging local economic development is very important

Says Township is off on wrong track

Opposed to a tax increase to pay for a new fire station

Negative job rating for police protection and traffic enforcement*

Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important/not important
Dissatisfied with transparency of Township actions

Leave Bluff Road as is without repairing the road

Supports relaxation of lodging restrictions on agriculturally zoned land

Supports relaxation of short term rental options if it’s put in place in their neighborhood
Age 35-49

Decreased enforcement of short term property rentals

Opposed to a tax increase to pay for upgrades to the roads

26
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Opposed to the use of Township funds to pay for legal defense
60%  Supports relaxed restrictions for large events, like concerts, entertainment events, wedding receptions etc.
59% Opposes a 3 quarter of a mill tax increase to fund needed township improvements
58% Owns or manages a farm*
56%  No influence if activities are scaled based on size of the farm*
Opposed to regulating storage of boats, docks, hoists and recreational vehicles
Opposes a tax increase to fund park improvements
All men
*=small sample size

Three of the four services also received a positive job rating of 79% to 91% from online

respondents, with “zoning enforcement including noise and building codes” getting a negative job

rating of 47%.
ONLINE SURVEY:
TOT TOT
POS Excl. NEG Poor

91% 56% 4% 1% Fire protection and emergency services.
82% 32% 14% 3% Parks facilities.
79% 26% 18% 5%  Police protection and traffic enforcement.

41% 7% 47% 23% Zoning enforcement including noise and building codes.

Demographic groups offering a negative job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes in
percentages significantly higher than 47% included.:

89%  Negative job rating for fire protection and emergency services*

73%  Negative job rating for parks facilities

69%  Negative job rating for police protection and traffic enforcement

66%  Dissatisfied with access to information

65%  Men age 18-49

63%  Dissatisfied with the responsiveness of staff
Dissatisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues

60%  Dissatisfied with transparency of Township actions
Supports a decrease in enforcement of land use ordinances

59%  Dissatisfied with financial management
Supports a decrease in enforcement of noise ordinances

58% Township is off on the wrong track
Supports a decrease in enforcement of signage ordinances
Supports a decrease in enforcement of shoreline regulations

57%  Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important or not important
Opposed to Township using Township funds to pay legal expenses

55% Owns or manages a farm
Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscapes is somewhat important or not important
Expanding land and housing development opportunities is very important
Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is somewhat important or not important
Supports relaxing ordinance restrictions for large events, concerts, entertainment events on farms
Opposed to a tax increase to fund a new fire station

54%  Supports a decrease in enforcement of short term property rentals
Opposed to a tax increase to fund Township improvements



Employed full time
Age 18-49
All men
53% Owns or manages a farm
Encouraging local economic development is very important
Supports relaxed restrictions for short term rentals in their neighborhoods
Households with children
52% Opposed to a tax increase to provide more funding for enforcement of ordinances
Men age 50 and older

*=small sample size

28
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Satisfaction With Township Services - Q.19 to Q.23

Three of the five areas received satisfaction ratings from 57% to 73% among phone survey

respondents with two receiving dissatisfaction ratings from 52% and 51% majorities.

TOT
SATIS

73%
60%
57%
42%
39%

Very
Satis

29%
19%
21%
14%

9%

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

TOT Very
DIS Dis

14% 5%

34% 19%
28% 15%
52%  31%
51%  29%

Access to information, such as property records, tax info and other
information.

Communication with Township residents about community issues.
Responsiveness of staff.
Transparency of Township actions.

Financial management.

Three of the five areas received satisfaction ratings from 52% to 78% among online survey

respondents with two also receiving dissatisfaction ratings from 52% and 51% majorities.

TOT
SATIS

78%
56%
52%
43%
35%

Very
Satis

30%
20%
16%
12%

8%

TOT
DIS

12%
32%
42%
51%
56%

Very
Dis

5%
16%
19%
29%
34%

ONLINE SURVEY:

Access to information, such as property records, tax info and other
information.

Responsiveness of staff.
Communication with Township residents about community issues.
Transparency of Township actions.

Financial management.
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Peninsula Township Ordinance Enforcement - Q.24 to Q.28

In all five areas phone survey respondents want enforcement decreased more than increased,

with the largest percentage saying enforcement should remain the same.

Increase Same Decrease

17%
24%
21%
14%
12%

43%
44%
46%
60%
67%

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

33%
28%
26%
24%
19%

Land use.

Short-term property rentals.
Shoreline regulations.
Noise.

Signage.

Unlike phone respondents, in four of the five areas online respondents want enforcement

increased more than decreased.

Increase Same Decrease

29%
35%
31%
30%
21%

32%
33%
39%
35%
54%

32%
26%
24%
29%
19%

ONLINE SURVEY:

Land use.

Short-term property rentals.
Noise.

Shoreline regulations.

Signage.
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Taxes For Increased Enforcement - Q. 29
All respondent were told that: “Since you said enforcement should be increased for one or
more issues just mentioned, would you support or oppose an increase in taxes to pay for one or

more issues you think needs greater enforcement?”

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

Somewhat

B Strongly

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Support Oppose Undecided

As mentioned previously, without providing more information about a potential tax
increase, including the amount of the tax increase, how much homeowners would pay and for

what purpose, a strong majority is undecided and cannot make a decision.
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ONLINE SURVEY:

Somewhat

m Strongly

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Support Oppose Undecided

Unlike phone respondents, online survey respondents thought they had enough

information to decide to oppose a tax increase to fund increased enforcement.
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Township Funding And How To Pay For It - Q.30 and Q.31

All respondents were told: “More than $22 million dollars in taxes are collected annually
by Peninsula Township, but the Township itself only receives about $600,000 for government
operations. The rest goes to schools, the County Road Commission, and other services mostly
provided outside of the Township boundaries. The Township also receives funding from state
government, about $600,000 per year, but that amount varies from year to year. Because of
increasing costs and demands by residents for increased services, Peninsula Township has been
operating at a deficit for several years.” Respondents were then asked: “Given that additional
funding is needed to maintain or improve Township services, including zoning enforcement,
parks, public buildings, fire and police services, which one of the following approaches would

you support the most?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

38% Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
35% permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access
12% Incr(?ase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and
services
13% Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)

2% Undecided/Refused

The 170 respondents choosing any of the three approaches were asked: “Which one of the other
approaches would be your second choice?” The responses were:

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
37% permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access

27% Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Increase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and

16% .
services

4%  Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)
16% Undecided/Refused
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Taken together, ranked in order of most support:

36%

33%
14%
9%
8%

30%

29%
12%

21%
8%

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access

Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Increase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and
services

Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)
Undecided/Refused

ONLINE SURVEY:

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access

Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Increase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and
services

Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)
Undecided/Refused

The 927 respondents choosing any of the three approaches were asked: “Which one of the other
approaches would be your second choice?” The responses were:

28%

27%
15%
26%
16%

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access

Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Increase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and
services

Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)
Undecided/Refused
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Taken together, ranked in order of most support:

29%

28%
14%
23%

6%

Start charging new fees or increase existing fees for certain services such as building
permits, zoning infractions, parking at township parks, including the Lighthouse, and/or
public beach access

Reduce Township spending on services to provide increased funding

Increase property taxes to provide increased funding for Township operations and
services

Would support none of those options (volunteered — NOT read)
Undecided/Refused
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General Law V. Charter Township Status - Phone - Q.32

All phone respondents heard a description of general law townships and charter
townships, including the greater taxing ability of charter townships without a public vote. They
also heard that all other area Townships are charter townships so they cannot be annexed by
Traverse City. When asked if Peninsula Township should continue as a general law township or

change to a charter township status, the responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

11% 1

Continue GL. Charter More info Undec

0%

Given the responses to a variety of questions showing that Township residents DO NOT
have a positive rating about the Township or leadership, now may not have been a good time to
ask this question. Support for switching to a charter township status might be greater if it were not

for the lawsuit and the negative perception about the direction of the Township.
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ONLINE SURVEY:

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

o

Continue GL  Charter More info Undec

0%

Again, given the responses to questions showing that Township residents DO NOT have a
positive rating about the Township or leadership, now may not have been a good time to ask this
question. Support for switching to a charter township status might be greater if it were not for the

lawsuit and the negative perception about the direction of the Township.
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Tax Increase To Fund Improvements - Q.33

All phone respondent were told that Peninsula Township needs at least $600,000 more per
year to maintain roads, parks and facilities, to hire more zoning enforcement staff, and build
funding reserves for emergencies. To provide that amount of funding, property taxes would have
to be increased from 0.62 mills to 1.38 mills, a 3 quarters of a mill increase, which for every
$100,000 in assessed value, homeowners would pay $76 more per year, or $6.33 more per month.

The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

Somewhat

m Strongly

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Support Oppose Undecided

Since this question provided much more detailed information, survey respondents were
much more willing to offer an opinion of support or opposition to a tax increase, with only 5%

undecided.
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Demographic groups in support of the tax increase in percentages higher than 50% included

77%
74%
72%
71%
70%
69%
66%
65%
64%

63%

61%

60%

58%

57%

56%

55%

Undecided about enforcement of land use ordinances™

Supports a tax increase to pay for greater enforcement or ordinances*
Township headed in the right direction

Supports changing to charter township status*

Satisfied financial management

Undecided about enforcement of shoreline regulations*

Increase enforcement of shoreline regulations*

Supports a tax increase for road improvement and maintenance

Pay 50% of the cost of repairing Bluff Road by increasing taxes

Satisfied with transparency of Township actions

Supports use of Township funds for legal expenses

Supports a tax increase to build a new fire station

Increase enforcement of land use ordinances*

Supports a tax increase to pay for park improvements

Residence is north of Mapleton™

Undecided about Township direction®

Undecided about access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information*
Increase enforcement of short-term property rentals

Supports regulating the storage of boats, docks, hoists and RVs

Increase enforcement of signage ordinances*

Opposes allowing large events on farms

Retired

Controlling traffic volume is very important

Opposed to allowing meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land
Positive job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes
Satisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues
Undecided about allowing meal service on farms

Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape is very important
Employed part-time

Satisfied with responsiveness of staff

Rural residence

Lived in Township 1-10 years*

Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is very important
Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is very important
Decrease enforcement of signage ordinances*

Opposes relaxing lodging restrictions on agriculturally zoned land

Suburban residence

Age 65 and older

*=small sample size
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Demographic groups expressing opposition to a tax increase in percentages higher than 45% included:

77%  Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is somewhat important/not important*
70% Opposed to a tax increase to pay for park improvements
67%  Opposes a tax increase for road improvements and maintenance
66%  Decrease enforcement of land use ordinances
64% Opposes a tax increase to build a new fire station
Age 18-34
62% Township headed off on the wrong track
Dissatisfied with financial management
Leave Bluff Road as is without repairing it
61%  Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscape is somewhat important/not important
Controlling traffic volume is somewhat important/not important
Dissatisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues
59% Owns or manages a farm*
Decrease enforcement of shoreline regulations
58%  Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important/not important
Negative job rating for parks facilities*
No influence if farm activities are allowed on a scale based on farm size*
Employed full time
57%  Dissatisfied with transparency of Township actions
Dissatisfied with access to information, such as property records, tax info and other information*
56% Opposes a tax increase for greater enforcement of ordinances*
Opposed to regulating the storage of boats, docks, hoists and RVs
55%  Dissatisfied with responsiveness of staff
Opposed to use of Township funds for legal expenses
54%  Supports allowing large events on farms
53%  Shoreline residence
52%  Negative job rating for zoning enforcement including noise and building codes
Undecided about responsiveness of staff™
Supports continuing as a general law Township
Supports relaxing lodging restrictions on agriculturally zoned land
Age 18-49
51% Undecided about financial management*
Enforcement of shoreline regulations should remain the same
Undecided about a tax increase for greater enforcement
Supports allowing meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land
Supports relaxed restrictions on short-term rental options if it is located in their neighborhood
Children in the household
50%  Decrease enforcement of short term property rental ordinances
Residence is south of Wilson
Lived in Township 11-20 years*
*=small sample size
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Although this question provided much more detailed information than other tax related

questions, online survey respondents clearly oppose a tax increase to fund Township

improvements, with strong opposition more than twice the level of strong support.

Demographic groups in support of the tax increase to fund Township improvements in percentages significantly
higher than 44% among online respondents included:

85%
77%

73%
72%
70%
67%

65%
64%
63%

Change to a charter township structure

Supports a tax increase to fund greater enforcement of ordinances

Supports a tax increase to fund road improvements

Supports the Township using public funds for legal expenses

Supports a tax increase to fund park improvements

Township headed in the right direction

Satisfied with financial management

Supports improving Bluff Road by paying 50% of cost and raising taxes for that amount
Supports a tax increase for a new fire station

Satisfied with transparency of Township actions

Supports greater regulations on storage of boats, docks, RV’s and other equipment
Enforcement of noise ordinances should increase




62%  Increase enforcement of land use ordinances
61%  Enforcement of signage ordinances should be increased
Enforcement of shoreline regulations should be increased
60% Opposed to relaxed restrictions on large events, concerts, entertainment, weddings and similar events
59% Opposed to relaxed restrictions on meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land
58%  Satisfied with responsiveness of staff
Satisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues
Enforcement of short-term rental ordinances should be increased
Needs more information to make a decision about Township government structure
56% Controlling traffic volume is very important
Lives south of Wilson
55%  Lives in a suburban area
54%  Enforcement of land use ordinances should stay the same
53%  Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscapes is very important
Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is very important
Employed part-time
Retired
Ag 65 and over
52%  Positive job rating on providing zoning enforcement
Opposes relaxed restrictions on overnight camping on farms
More likely to support activities on farms if they were scaled based on the size of farms
Supports relaxed restrictions on lodging on farmland
Opposed to relaxed short-term rental options if they were put in place in their neighborhood
51% Undecided about Township direction
Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is very important
Women age 50 and over
50%  Encouraging local economic development is somewhat important or not important
Enforcement of shoreline regulations should stay the same
No children in the household
Age 50 and over

*=small sample size



Demographic groups expressing opposition to a tax increase to fund Township improvements in percentages
significantly higher than 49% among online respondents included.:

79%
77%
75%

74%

72%

71%
70%

68%
67%

66%
65%

64%

63%

61%

60%
59%

58%
57%

56%

55%

Opposed to a tax increase to fund a new fire station

Opposed to a tax increase to fund improvements to parks

Dissatisfied with access to information

Enforcement of noise ordinances should decrease

Enforcement of signage ordinances should be decreased

Preservation of natural shoreline and water quality is somewhat important or not important
Enforcement of land use ordinances should decrease

Enforcement of shoreline regulations should decrease

Opposes a tax increase to fund road improvements

Negative job rating for fire protection and emergency services *

Dissatisfied with responsiveness of staff

Opposes a tax increase to fund greater enforcement of ordinances

Continue under general law Township structure

Opposed to using Township funds for legal expenses

Protecting views of bays, farmland and open spaces is somewhat important or not important
Expanding land and housing development opportunities is very important

Dissatisfied with transparency of Township actions

Dissatisfied with communication with Township residents about community issues
Enforcement of short-term rental ordinances should be decreased
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Preserving the Township’s rural character and historic landscapes is somewhat important or not important

Dissatisfied with financial management

Supports relaxed restrictions on large events, concerts, entertainment, weddings and other similar events

Owns or manages a farm

Township off on the wrong track

Leave Bluff Road as is without funding improvements

Supports relaxed short-term rental options if they were put in place in their neighborhood
Encouraging local economic development is very important

Children in the household

Opposed to regulations on storage of boats, docks, RV’s and other equipment
Controlling traffic volume is somewhat important or not important

Supports relaxed restrictions on lodging on farmland

Supports relaxed restrictions for overnight camping on farms.

Employed full-time

Men age 18-49

Negative job rating for police protection and traffic enforcement

Negative job rating on providing zoning enforcement

Negative job rating for providing parks and facilities

Supports relaxed restrictions on meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land.
A homemaker*

Age 18-49

Women age 18-49

Undecided about job rating for providing parks and facilities*

Lives in a rural area

*=small sample size
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Opinion On Commercial Activities On Farms - Q.34 to Q.38

Four of the five areas received support from 53% to 93% with overnight camping on farms

opposed by a 52% to 42% majority.

TOT Strong

SUPT  Supt
93%  75%
82%  56%
64%  36%
53%  35%
42% 16%

TOT
OPP

6%
15%
26%
43%
52%

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

Strong

Opp
4%

8%
18%
36%
39%

Farmers’ markets

Farm related recreational activities, such as corn mazes, hay
rides, yoga classes and other similar activities

Meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land

Large events, such as concerts, entertainment events, wedding
receptions, reunions and parties

Overnight camping on farms

Three of the five areas received support from 60% to 89% with large events tied at 47%

support and opposition, and overnight camping on farms opposed by a 50% to 41% majority.

TOT Strong

SUPT  Supt
89%  64%
78%  42%
60%  31%
47%  22%
41% 16%

TOT
OPP

4%

16%
28%
47%
50%

Strong

Opp
2%

8%
14%
34%
30%

ONLINE SURVEY:

Farmers’ markets

Farm related recreational activities, such as corn mazes, hay
rides, yoga classes and other similar activities

Meal service using ingredients NOT produced on the land

Large events, such as concerts, entertainment events, wedding
receptions, reunions and parties

Overnight camping on farms
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Farm Activities If Scaled Based On Acreage - Q.39

All phone respondents were asked: “Would you be more or less likely to support the
activities I just described if the amount and intensity of use was scaled based on the acreage of the
land, with larger farms having greater relaxation of restrictions and smaller farms having lesser

relaxation of restrictions?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

Smwt

100% = Much

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

More likely Less likely No Influence  Undec

When support for overnight camping on farms, which is an activity with the least support,
is compared to respondents who said they are more or less likely to support activities if they are
scaled based on the acreage of farms, support for overnight camping increases from 42% to 56%.

When support for large events on farms, which is an activity that has the second least
amount of support, is compared to respondents who are more or less likely to support activities if
they are scaled based on the acreage of farms, support for having large events on farms can

increase from 53% to 58%.
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ONLINE SURVEY:

Smwt

1000/0 u Much
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40%

20%

0%

More likely Less likely No Influence Undec

When support for overnight camping on farms, which is an activity with the least support,
is compared to respondents who said they are more or less likely to support activities if they are
scaled based on the acreage of farms, support for overnight camping increases from 41% to 47%.

When support for large events on farms, which is an activity that has the second least
amount of support, is compared to respondents who are more or less likely to support activities if
they are scaled based on the acreage of farms, support for having large events on farms can

increase from 47% to 50%.
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Additional Lighthouse Traffic - Q.40

All phone respondents were told: “Through merchandise sales, admission tickets and
guest lighthouse keeper fees, visitors to the Lighthouse generate a net revenue to the Township of
$24,000 per year. Because the Lighthouse is aggressively promoted to tourists visiting the area, it
generates a great deal of traffic on area roadways, but it also attracts tourists who patronize
businesses in the Township. Do you feel that the additional road traffic generated by visits to the
Lighthouse is justified because of its positive economic benefit to the Township and visitors that

patronize businesses, or not?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Justified  Not Justified Undec
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Given the overwhelming majority of residents who feel the additional traffic is justified,

demographic analysis would be of little value.
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Millage Increase To Fund Road Upgrades - Q.41

All phone respondents were asked: “If the Township were able to provide an increase in road
improvements and maintenance by directly providing Township funding, which is not currently
provided, would you support or oppose a millage increase in property taxes to provide funding for
needed upgrades to our roads?” “Would that be strongly or somewhat?”’

A 48% plurality would support a millage increase in property taxes and a 48% wot is
important to note that while 21% strongly supports a tax increase, a much stronger 39% strongly

opposes it, which could make it difficult to earn voter approval for such an increase in an election.

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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A 53% narrow majority would oppose a millage increase in property taxes and 37% would
oppose it. Again, it is important to note that while only 8% strongly supports a tax increase, a much
stronger 34% strongly opposes it, which could make it difficult to earn voter approval for such an
increase in an election.

ONLINE SURVEY:
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m Strongly

100%
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40%

20%

0%

Support Oppose Undecided

With the percentage of respondents who strongly opposes a millage increase to fund road
improvements more than four times the percentage who strongly supports such a millage increase,
the greater intensity of opposition could make it very challenging to earn voter approval.
However, as with the phone survey, support for a tax increase may be greater if voters are told

how much the tax would be, the tax consequence and what the funds would be used for.
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Bluff Road - Q.42

Phone survey respondents were told: “A portion of Bluff Road was washed out by the
combination of high lake level waters and the interior ponding of runoff leading to ground
saturation several years ago. Grand Traverse County, which owns the road, has thus far refused to
repair the road due to the high cost, estimated to be more than $2 million. As a result, one of only
three north-south thoroughfares in the Township has been eliminated, residents living on the road
are isolated and cut off, and emergency response to residents on the road have been negatively
impacted.” Respondents were then asked: “Do you think Bluff Road should be left as is without
being repaired, which would NOT cost Township taxpayers, or, do you think the Township
should offer to pay 50% of the cost of just over $1 million to repair the road, which would be

funded by a property tax increase for all Township residents?” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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Ordinance To Regulate Boats, Docks, Hoists And RVs - Q.43

All phone survey respondents were asked “Many Township residents store their boats, docks,
hoists and recreational vehicles on the shore or near roads during the off-season. Some residents find
this type of storage to be unsightly and in some cases, dangerous. Would you support or oppose
establishing an ordinance that would address safety concerns by regulating the storage of boats, RVs,

docks, and other similar equipment? “Would that be strongly or somewhat?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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Relaxation Of Lodging Restrictions - Q.44

All phone respondents were asked: “ Currently, overnight lodging is available at a small
number of inns and owner-occupied bed and breakfast establishments. Short-term rentals under 30
days, such as those through Airbnb are not currently allowed in the Township. Would you support or
oppose the relaxation of lodging restrictions specifically on agriculturally zoned land?” “Would that

be strongly or somewhat?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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Relaxed Restrictions On Short-Term Rentals - Q.45
All phone survey respondents were asked: “Would you support or oppose a change to provide
relaxed restrictions in Short-term rental options if they were put in place in your neighborhood?”

“Would that be strongly or somewhat?”” The responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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ONLINE SURVEY:
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Importance Of Township Parks - Q.46

All phone respondents were told: “Peninsula Township owns or manages nearly 870 acres of
parkland, including natural trails, beaches, recreational facilities and historic landmarks. Usage of
these parks and facilities has significantly increased in recent years because of population growth and
increases in tourism.” They were then asked: “How important are Township parks to you?”” The

responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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Property Tax Increase To Provide More Parks Funding - Q.47

All phone respondents were told: “Most funding for parks comes from the Township’s general
fund, which is limited, making even basic maintenance a challenge. There is no employed position in
the Township responsible for parks oversight.” They were then asked: “Would you support or oppose
paying an increase in property taxes to provide funding for improved maintenance of our parks,
needed capital improvements and a parks manager?” “Would that be strongly or somewhat?”” The
responses were:

LIVE OPERATOR TELEPHONE SURVEY:
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Because of the strong feeling among residents that parks are important (64% very important),
a solid majority of phone survey respondents supported a tax increase even though there was no

information offered about the amount of the tax increase or the tax impact on homeowners.
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ONLINE SURVEY:
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Although online respondents also have strong feeling that parks are important (56% very
important), online respondents narrowly oppose a tax increase for parks, with respondents who

strongly oppose a tax increase more than twice the percentage who strongly support it.
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Top Park Improvements - Q.48 and Q.49

If there is increased funding for parks, which ONE of the following improvements would you support
the most? [READ 1 THROUGH 10 - ROTATE 1 THROUGH 9]

ONLINE PHONE

4% 0% None — Fine as is
34% 27% More walking and biking trails

16% 31%  Upgrades to public restrooms

6% 8% Dog-friendly areas

5% 3% Lighting and safety improvements
4% 8% Updated playground equipment

2% 6% More accessibility features

2% 3% Picnic areas

2% 1% More events or programming

2% 0% Maintenance — Upkeep

1% 0% Boat launch

1% 0% Water features such as a splash pad, pond access and other features
2% 1% Other (less than 1% each)

19% 13% Undecided/Refused — GO TO Q.50

Please note that totals may not equal 100% due to rounding

Which one of the remaining improvements would be your second choice? [DROP RESPONSE
FROM Q. 48 AND READ AND ROTATE REMAINING IMPROVEMENTS]

ONLINE PHONE
N=1058 N=175

4% 0% None — Fine as is

19% 17%  Upgrades to public restrooms

18% 21%  More walking and biking trails

12% 13% Lighting and safety improvements

9% 8% Picnic areas

8% 11%  Updated playground equipment

8% 9% Dog-friendly areas

5% 3% More events or programming

4% 4% More accessibility features

1% 3% Water features such as a splash pad, pond access and other features
1% 0% Boat launch

1% 0% Natural areas/preservation — Wildlife protection
2% 0% Other (less than 1% each)

8% 11%  Undecided/Refused

Please note that totals may not equal 100% due to rounding



ONLINE PHONE

4%
27%
17%

8%

7%

6%

5%

3%

3%

1%

1%

1%

3%
14%

0%
25%
24%

8%

8%

9%

5%

5%

2%

1%

0%

0%

1%
12%

Q.48 AND Q.49 COMBINED:

None — Fine as is

More walking and biking trails
Upgrades to public restrooms
Lighting and safety improvements
Dog-friendly areas

Updated playground equipment
Picnic areas

More accessibility features

More events or programming
Water features such as a splash pad, pond access and other features
Boat launch

Maintenance — Upkeep

Other (less than 1% each)
Undecided/Refused

Please note that totals may not equal 100% due to rounding
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Property Tax Increase To Fund A New Fire Station - Q.50

All phone respondents were told: “The Township’s fire station in Mapleton lacks appropriate
facilities for necessary overnight staffing, including separate female sleeping facilities, sufficient
training space, as well as enough space for larger more modern vehicles. Replacement of the fire
station with an updated facility will require a millage increase that, unlike other tax increases, can be
approved by a vote of the Township board rather than requiring voter approval in an election.” They
were then asked: “Would you support or oppose a tax increase of 4 tenths of a mill, which for every
$100,000 in assessed property value would cost homeowners $40 more per year, or $3.33 per

month?” The responses were:
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Using Township Funds To Pay For Legal Expenses - Q.51

All phone respondents were told: “Peninsula Township has incurred significant legal expenses
recently defending legal challenges to its zoning ordinance requirements in court, including the
winery lawsuit.” They were then asked: “Do you support or oppose the use of Township public funds
to defend itself and its constituents for this purpose?” “Would that be strongly or somewhat?” The

responses were:
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Somewhat

B Strongly

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Support Oppose Undecided




ONLINE SURVEY:

69

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Somewhat

m Strongly

Support

Oppose

Undecided




SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you a full-time resident of Peninsula Township or a seasonal resident?

ONL PHN
86% 98% A full-time resident
14% 2% A Seasonal resident

— 0% Undecided/Refused

Do you own property in Peninsula Township?

ONL PHN

92% 95% Yes, owns property
2% 4% No, does not own property
2% 1% Undecided/Refused

Do you own or operate a farm in Peninsula Township?

ONL PHN
N=1283 N=193
8% 6% Yes, owns a farm
1% 1% Yes, operates a farm
88% 91%  No, does not own or operate a farm
3% 2% Undecided/Refused

How many acres of the farm you either own or operate are in active production? [ROUND UP

70

TO THE NEAREST WHOLE NUMBER - IF UNDECIDED/REFUSED CODE “99999]

ONL PHN

N=115 N=13
51% 50% 10 or less
34% 28% 11 to 100
15% 22% Over 100

54.752  229.657 MEAN
11.0 11.0 MEDIAN

Are you currently registered to vote in Peninsula Township?

ONL PHN
82% 98% Yes
14% 2% No
4% 0% Undecided/Refused
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Finally, there are just a few questions for statistical purposes only.

Do you have children at home who are school age or younger?

ONL PHN
71% 77% No
15% 23% Yes
14% 0% Undecided/Refused

In describing your current employment situation, which of the following applies to you? [READ
1 THROUGH 7 - CODED ALL RESPONSES MENTIONED)]

ONL PHN

45% 52% Retired

25% 38% Employed full time
9% 6% Employed part time
3% 4%  Homemaker
1% 0%  Student
1% 0% Unemployed
2% 0%  Other
14% 0%  Undecided/Refused

Is your primary residence located ...? [READ 1 THROUGH 3]

ONL PHN

36% 39% Between Wilson and Mapleton

23% 40% Or South of Wilson

17% 18% North of Mapleton
5% 0%  Not a township resident (volunteered)
19% 3%  Undecided/Refused

Would you say your residence is...? [READ 1 THROUGH 3]

ONL PHN
36% 40% Shoreline

27% 29% Suburban

20% 30% Rural

17% 1%  Undecided/Refused
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Could you please tell me in what year you were born? [IF REFUSED, ASK: ‘Would you
please tell me into which of the following categories your age would fall? Please stop me when |
get to a category that applies to you.” AND READ 1 TO 6 BELOW]

[RECORD YEAR HERE AND THEN CODE BELOW]
ONL. PHN
0% 13% 18 to 24 years (2001 to 2007)
2% ® 25to0 34 years (1991 to 2000)

3% 17% 35 to 41 years (1984 to 1990)
7% 42 to 49 years (1976 to 1983)
8% 22% 50 to 57 years (1968 to 1975)
13% 58 to 64 years (1961 to 1967)
47% 48% 65 years or older (1960 or before)
20% 0%  Undecided/Refused

For how many years have you lived in Peninsula Township? [NOT READ — PROBED FOR
BEST RESPONSE]

ONL
15%
14%
18%
35%

3%
15%

PHN
10%
10%
19%
60%

0%
1%

5 years or less

6 to 10 years

11 to 20 years

Over 20 years

Not a township resident (volunteered)
Undecided/Refused

Respondent gender [DO NOT ASKED -- BY OBSERVATION ONLY]

ONL PHN
58% 52%
42%  48%

Female
Male

H#HH



