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PURE MICHIGAN BYWAYS

ÅÂƖĲƻŔŸƨƚũǃШĦċũũĲĬШљ~ŔĦőŔŊċŰШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШÅŸƨƣĲƚЯњШƣőĲШ

program was established in 1993 by Public Act 69. 

ÅfƣШƽċƚШƖĲĤƖċŰĬĲĬШŔŰШΞΜΝΠШƣŸШљÂƨƖĲШ~ŔĦőŔŊċŰШ7ǃƽċǃƚЮњ

ÅAdministered by MDOT

ÅStaffed by Regional Planning Agencies

The goal of the program is to identify, 
designate, and support certain portions of the 

state trunk line highways system as Pure 
Michigan Byways for the enhancement and 
ĲŰŢŸǃůĲŰƣШŸŉШ~ŔĦőŔŊċŰќƚШƚĦĲŰŔĦЯШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũЯШ

and historic resources along its roadside.



Pure Michigan Byways History 
ÅThe Intermodal Surface Transportation 

Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) established 
the NSBP
Å Sought to create a distinctive collection of 

American roads. 
ÅISTEA Instructed States to create their own 

Program for Recognition of Byways 

Å1993 - Public Act 69 created the Heritage 
Route Program т 
ÅLegislation Sought to Create a program to 

identify, promote, and protect  roadways 
throughout Michigan. 

Å2014 - Public Act 445 renamed the program 
Pure Michigan Byways
ÅLegislation Sought to align the program with the 

Award Winning Pure Michigan Campaign. 



Where are we now? 
ÅCurrently 1,152 miles of 

truckline road have been 
designated as state and/or 
federal Byway 
ÅByways Must Posses At Least 1 

of 6 Intrinsic Qualities:
ÅArcheological, Cultural, Historic, 

Natural, Recreational, and Scenic

Å 22 Byways Within Michigan 
Å National Scenic Byways: 2
Å All-American Roads: 1
Å National Forest Scenic 

Byways: 2
Å State Scenic Byways: 17 
Å Historic: 5
Å Scenic: 7
Å Recreational: 5



What is Needed for Designation 
ÅFrom the Inception of ISTEA, the transportation 

community has been balancing land -use and 
transportation planning. 
ÅFHWA in establishing the NSBP seeks to balance the long-
ƖċŰŊĲШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШŸŉШ ůĲƖŔĦċќƚШƓƖĲůŔĲƖĲШƣŸƨƖŔŰŊШƖŸƨƣĲƚШƽŔƣőШ
sustainable management practices to ensure the route may be 
enjoyed for generations to come. 

ÅTo achieve that balance various materials are required to earn a 
byway designation. 

ÅIntrinsic Resources 
ÅA listing of the resources available to the traveler demonstrates 

planning from a destination perspective. 

ÅLetters of Support 
ÅDemonstrating support from the organizations actively engaged 

in management decisions for the route creates a mechanism 
for inspiring stewardship. 

ÅNominating Team 
ÅThose undertaking the designation process are instrumental in 

creation of a Management Committee. 

ÅManagement Plan 
ÅAn initial plan is required to demonstrate how the route will be 

managed, and represents the Long-term desires for the route. 



Implementing a Byway Designation 
ÅThrough a byway designation, the 

communities seeking said designation 
are creating a linear community. 
ÅOnce Designated, the Management Plan 

outlines how a designation is 
implemented. 
ÅPrimary Management Areas are: 

Preservation, Promotion, Protection
ÅByway Actions are focused on advancing 
ƣőĲШƖŸƨƣĲќƚШŉŸĦƨƚĲĬШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШċƖĲċЮШ
ÅMDOT offers various forms of support to 
ċĬƻċŰĦĲШċШ7ǃƽċǃќƚШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШ ƖĲċ
ÅThe management plan demonstrates 

long-range planning and is crucial 
justification to support planning desires. 



ÅGoals 
ÅBalancing growth and 

development with 
preservation and 
conservation

ÅBalancing roadside 
safety with 
aesthetics
ÅMaintaining steep 

slope integrity
ÅPreventing 

intrusions to scenic 
character

The Tunnel of Trees 
(M-119)



The Sunrise Coast (US-23)
ÅGoals 
ÅEnsure that alternative forms of 

transportation are available along US 23. 
FHWA 
Å[ċĦŔũŔƣċƣĲШƣőĲШƓƨĤũŔĦќƚШĲŰŢŸǃůĲŰƣШŸŉШ

forests, open spaces and scenic views 
along the route
ÅEncourage tourism related public sector 

attractions and private sector businesses 
to provide quality services to Heritage 
Route travelers.
ÅProvide visitors with quality information, 

guiding, and wayfinding along the US 23 
Heritage Route.



Byway Management 

ÅManagement of a 
Byway is a 
collaborative action 
at various scales 
ÅLocal Committee
ÅRPA
ÅMDOT
ÅFHWA 



ÅSo, What Do We Do?
ÅLegislature
ÅEstablishes the program 
ċŰĬШŸƨƣũŔŰĲќƚШŔƣƚШŉŸĦƨƚШċŰĬШ
function. 
ÅNo Legislative Action Taken 

Since 2014
ÅGovernor
ÅAny newly designated 

byway must be awarded 
their designation by the 
Governor. 

ÑőĲШÉƣċƣĲќƚШÅŸũĲШыxĲŊŔƚũċƣƨƖĲьШШ



ÑőĲШÉƣċƣĲќƚШÅŸũĲШы~?§ÑьШ
ÅCentral Office 
ÅDesignation
ÅWe Provide Official 

Designations to Proposed 
ÅŸƨƣĲќƚШ[ŸƖШÑőĲŔƖШ
Recognition

ÅIdentification
ÅWe Identify Funding 

Opportunities, Innovative 
Management Techniques, 
and Physically Unique 
Areas. 

ÅManagement
ÅWe Manage Funding 

Distributions, Land-use 
Changes, and 
Recognition

ÅPlanning
ÅWe Assist in All Planning 

Activities For a Byway 
(Beautification, 
Construction, 
Maintenance, Safety, Etc.)

ÅRegional MDOT Offices 
ÅPartner Status 
ÅMDOT Regions are 

Primary Partners of 
Byway Committees 
As the Owner of  the 
Designated Routes 
and  inform 
committees over any 
planned work for a 
roadway.

ÅManagement
ÅAs the Owner of the 

Roadway, MDOT 
engages in the actual 
management of a 
roadway 
(Construction, 
Engineering, Etc.).  



ÑőĲШÅĲŊŔŸŰċũШÂũċŰŰŔŰŊШ ŊĲŰĦǃќƚШÅŸũĲШШ
ÅAdministration 
ÅManage or assist in the 

management of 
designated byways 
ÅServe as a liaison 

between MDOT and the 
local byway committee
ÅEnsure the byway 

corridor management 
plan is up to date.
ÅAssist  in the 

management and 
facilitation of byways 
meetings. 
ÅMaintenance of existing 

byways websites.

ÅPlanning
ÅAssist Regional Economic 

Development Initiatives.  
ÅAssist in Byway event 

creation and 
implementation . 
ÅFacilitate Marketing and 

Promotional Activities
ÅWebsite creation or grand 

scale updates.
ÅPrepare and/or assist in the 

development or update of 
corridor management 
plans (CMP).
ÅConduct studies and 

manage research 
initiatives of the byway.

ìőċƣќƚШ7ĲĲŰШ?ŸŰĲШÅĲĦĲŰƣũǃе
ÅMarketing Plan
ÅSignage Improvements
ÅCorridor Management 

Plans



ÑőĲШxŸĦċũШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШÅŸũĲ
Å[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШċШÅŸƨƣĲќƚШ?ĲƚŔŊŰċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőĲШ

Nominating Team then Transforms to 
a Management Council for the Byway 
ÅThis Committee retains the 

management of the byway as Local 
Byway Committee
ÅAdditional Members may be from the 

Government, Industry and the Public

ÅThe role of the local byway 
committee is to provide leadership, 
ƓƖŸůŸƣĲШƣőĲШĤǃƽċǃќƚШƻŔƚŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШƣŸШ
maintain a successful byway 
designation. 



ÑőĲШxŸĦċũШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШÅŸũĲ
ÅWhat Do They Do? 
ÅDesignation
ÅThe local scenic byway committee will 

serve as the applicant for a proposed 
corridor designation  and is responsible for 
preparing and/or acquiring all required 
documentation.

ÅIdentification
ÅThe committee analyzes the corridor , 

including land use, transportation issues, 
community goals, lighting and more to 
ŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣШƣőĲШĤǃƽċǃќƚШƻŔƚŔŸŰЮ

ÅRepresentation
ÅThe committee manages meetings, 

intergovernmental relations, and serves 
as the primary point of contact for the 
Public. 



ÑőĲШxŸĦċũШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШÅŸũĲ
ÅWhat Do They Do? 
ÅManagement 
ÅThis committee will be instrumental in developing the Corridor Management Plan  

(CMP). 
ÅFormulate decision-making processes.
ÅMaintain meeting minutes .
ÅEstablish a corridor vision.
ÅDevelop and implement goals, objectives and strategies for the vision.
ÅDevelop a schedule or work plan for implementation.
ÅDevelop a training program for new members.
ÅResearch and document opportunities and techniques for corridor management 

protection.
ÅIdentify existing management entities having authority and ability to implement 

corridor strategies.
ÅSearch for funding sources such as grants and fund-raising opportunities to create 

funds for prospective projects.
ÅManage the implementation phase.



Who Is Involved? 
ÅIn Short, Anyone!
ÅCommittee Members
ÅMembership can be broad , 

and is ultimately decided by 
ǃŸƨƖШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШ7ǃũċƽƚШ
ÅA representative from each 

organization offering a Letter 
of Support for the Byway 
should be included. 
ÅSome Committees Require a 

Membership Fee 

ÅCommittee Partners
ÅA representative from all 

organizations involved in 
byway activities should be 
included. 
ÅTrail Groups, Energy 

Providers, MDOT, CRAs, 
FLMAs, and Many More!



Your Byway 



The Old Mission Scenic Byway (M-37) 
ÅThe Old Mission Scenic Byway is a designated 

byway on M-37 throughout Peninsula Township. 
ÅThe fourth corridor to earn a Scenic Byway Designation, 

received in 2007
Å18 Miles North-South  

ÅThe Route 
ÅThe Primary Method of travel throughout the Old Mission 

Peninsula that connects the Population Center of 
Traverse City with Peninsula Township. 
ÅCharacterized by its route through the center of the 

peninsula and along the shoreline on East & West Grand 
Traverse Bay, offering breathtaking and scenic views as it 
travels across rolling hills and valleys providing a 
connection to the pastoral farmscapes the peninsula is 
known for. 

ÅWhat is it? 
ÅA Major Collector Road that is essential to the vitality of 

the Old Mission peninsula, as the corridor is its primary 
road which is foundational to its traffic system, essential 
to experience the scenic qualities of the peninsula, and 
crucial to its economy as it facilitates movement of 
agricultural commodities and visitors. 



The Old Mission Scenic Byway (M-37) 
ÅìőċƣќƚШòŸƨƖШéŔƚŔŸŰе
ÅNo Clear Vision Exists for M-37(1 Mission Statement & 1 Primary Objective)

Å~ŔƚƚŔŸŰШÉƣċƣĲůĲŰƣаШљÑŸШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃЯШƓƖĲƚĲƖƻĲЯШĲŰőċŰĦĲЯШċŰĬШƓƖŸůŸƣĲШƣőĲШƚĦĲŰŔĦЯШ
agricultural,  and rural characteristics of the M-ΟΤШ9ŸƖƖŔĬŸƖШŔŰШÂĲŰŔŰƚƨũċШÑŸƽŰƚőŔƓЮњШ

ÅÂƖŔůċƖǃШ§ĤŢĲĦƣŔƻĲаШљÑŸШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШċШƓũċŰШƣőċƣШƽŔũũШċĦƣШċƚШċШƣĲůƓũċƣĲШŉŸƖШŉƨƣƨƖĲШШШШ
management decisions along M-ΟΤШŔŰШÂĲŰŔŰƚƨũċШÑŸƽŰƚőŔƓЮњ

ÅI Recommend Reassessing Those Statements for development of the Vision 
for   M-37
ÅCS Draft: (In five years M-37 will be) A Corridor that serves its essential function, while 

offering countless opportunities to experience the Agricultural, Scenic, and Rural 
characteristic of Old Mission Peninsula while inspiring appreciation of the M-37 Pure 
Michigan Byway. 

ÅWhat are the Goals?
ÅPreserve and enhance the scenic, agricultural, and rural qualities of the route. 
ÅEncourage development that will not detract from the scenic and agricultural 

qualities, which includes the preservation of the unique and prime agricultural 
land for present and future generations
ÅEncourage community involvement in monitoring of the route. 
ÅEncourage interpretive programs that describe the natural, historic and 

cultural features located along the corridor.
ÅPromote the preservation and maintenance of the unique and rural feel of     

the countryside along M-37.
ÅEncourage educational programs by committee members or Old Mission 

Peninsula community Members that describe the natural, historic, and 
cultural features along the corridor. 



The Old Mission Scenic Byway (M-37) 
ÅHow to Achieve the Goal?
ÅObjectives are action items to support a byway goal. 

ÅљÂƖĲƚĲƖƻĲШÉĦĲŰŔĦШéŔĲƽƚőĲĬƚШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШĤǃƽċǃњ
ÅStrategies are the Action to be taken to achieve the objective. 

Åљ9ŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣőĲШÂƨƖĦőċƚĲШŸŉШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШÅŔŊőƣƚШÂƖŸŊƖċůњ
ÅљEŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲШƓƖĲƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШĬĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲĬШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШĤċƖŰƚЯШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШőŸůĲƚЯШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲƚШƣőċƣШ
ĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲШƣŸШƣőĲШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰƚőŔƓњ

ÅWhere is the funding to undertake action items? 
ÅNSBP Funding

ÅFunding for visual assessments, preservation plans and projects, trail creation, and more is available from 
Byway Program Grants from FHWA. 
Å SB-2008-MI-02: US-12 Heritage Trail: Tibbits Opera House Facade Restoration 

Å $500,000 Received 
ÅState Funding 

ÅVarious funding sources are available across all state departments to address quality of life concerns. 
Å MDOT Transportation Alternatives Program: 

Å Village of Elberta received $250,000 for the Elberta Historic Waterfront Park, specifically for rehabilitation of 
its Railroad Roundhouse (Historic Preservation)

ÅNon-Profit Funding 
ÅNumerous Foundations or Non-profit organizations are available to address issues of the corridor. Many 

local foundations are primary partners of Byway Committees.
Å Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation: Grass River Boardwalk Reconstruction Phase 3 

Å Grass River Natural Area, Inc. Received $22,000 (Community Fund Grant Program)
Å Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation: Enhancements at the Mitchell Creek Meadows Demonstration 

Site (2025)
Å Conservation Resource Alliance Received $3,000 (Land Use Conservation and Planning Endowment)



ÂĲŰŔŰƚƨũċШÑŸƽŰƚőŔƓќƚШÂƨƖĦőċƚĲШŸŉШ
Development Rights Program
Å Recognizing the development pressure experienced along the Old Mission Peninsula, 

Peninsula Township demonstrated bold and proactive leadership and a core commitment to 
land preservation by creating one of the first publicly funded township Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) programs in the United States and the first in the Midwest.
Å Established August 2, 1994, after voters agreed to generate to six million dollars in tax Revenue
Å  Sought to keep the Agricultural land in farming forever. 

Å This effort was a result of proactive leadership from local officials and citizens such as John 
Wunsch, though it relied on farmer contributions, as they would need to submit their land for 
the program. 
Å Between 1995 and 2009, more than 2,800 acres in Peninsula Township were protected from 

development. 

Å But Where is the Program Today?
Å Recognizing the success of the initial PDR, Voters approved a second PDR millage renewal and 

increase in 2001 for 20 years
Å Throughout the program more desire for protection exists than funding for purchases. 
Å Program Renewed in 2022 for 20 Years 

Å Currently, 110 parcels totaling 3,347 acres are subject to PDR restrictions held by Peninsula 
Township.
Å In combination with GTRLC-held conservation easements and other public lands, roughly 6,000 acres 

or 34 percent of the total land area have been permanently protected in Peninsula Township

ÅOpportunities Ahead? 
Å MDNR Natural Resources Trust Fund

Å  Approximately $15-20 million awarded each year
Å No less than 25 percent of the trust fund amount available can be used for 

acquisition of public land & no less than 25 percent of the trust fund can be used 
for development of public recreation facilities.

Å MDOT Transportation Alternative Program 
Å $29,000,000 Distributed in 2024 

Å Facilities, Safe Routes to School, Historic Preservation
Å Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

ÅActively Engaged & Supporting Protection Efforts Region Wide



Benefits of a Byway Designation
ÅThe Ultimate Goal of a Byway Designation is 

to achieve a balance between Stewardships 
ŸŉШ~ŔĦőŔŊċŰќƚШfŰƣƖŔŰƚŔĦШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШċŰĬШ
sustainable transportation planning
ÅTo achieve that balance, the Byways 

Program Offers Technical & Financial 
Support. 
ÅRPAs Provide Technical Assistance
ÅAdministration 
ÅPlanning

ÅFunding is Made Available through Grants to 
Support Byway Activities
ÅNSBP Funding 

ÅTargets Larger Projects Such as Construction



ÅThe Primary Benefit of a Byway 
Designation is establishment of a 
committee whose purview is 
Addressing the issues of the Corridor. 
ÅÅĲĦŸŊŰŔǍŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲШ

lack of control over the roadway, it is 
designed as a forum so the decision 
makers can adequately plan for the 
benefit of the community. 
ÅSafety Issues
ÅMulti-Modal Transportation 

ÅOutside of the Corridor Issues, the 
Committee Serves as a Forum to align 
planning for the region from a 
destination perspective. 
ÅTourism/Economic Development

Benefits of a Byway Designation



ÅGiven the alignment of the Byways Program with the 
Pure Michigan Marketing Campaign, The Pure Michigan 
Byways Program has become a crucial linkage Between 
~ŔĦőŔŊċŰќƚШÑŸƨƖŔƚůШEĦŸŰŸůǃШċŰĬШƣőĲШŔŰŉƖċƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШ
that facilitates tourism to the state. 
ÅByways are drivers of visitation to an area, and as such 

one of the most direct benefits from a designation is 
increased Tourism. 
Å100 new traveling parties to a destination can create the 

equivalent of one new job
ÅSuch tourism has vast impacts on a byway (Promotion, 

Recognition, Preservation)
ÅThe byways are managed from a Destination 

Perspective which ensures the benefits of visitation are 
experienced throughout the region. 
ÅPaul Bunyan Byway showed $21.2 million added to the 

economic output of the regional economy between 2000-
2010. 

Benefits of a Byway Designation



Byway Success Stories  

ÅUS-ΠΝШљÑőĲШ9ŸƓƓĲƖШ
Country Trail

ÅUS-ΞΟШљÑőĲШÉƨŰƖŔƚĲШ
9Ÿċƚƣњ



A Pure Michigan Byway

SUNRISE COAST



2 8

200 miles of Linear Corridor

366 miles of Coastline

6 Counties

45 Municipalities

3,703 square Miles of County-Wide 

Area

6,274 miles of Rivers & Streams

113,582 acres of Inland Lakes

753,000 acres of Public Land

4,300 square miles of National 

Marine Sanctuary

200+ shipwrecks

(Yellow dots = attractions mapped)

Welcome to the Sunrise Coast



ON THE WEB www.heritage23.com Partner: MDOT

http://www.heritage23.com/


Michigan Arts & Culture 

Northeast (MACNE)

Thunder Bay Arts Council


